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Features of the current geopolitical situation
and foreign policy of independent Ukraine

Abstract. The relevance of the subject under study is conditioned by the fact that in the context of Russian aggression,
Ukraine is undergoing a new stage of state development, which primarily concerns its future position on the political map
of the world and its role in the system of international relations. The purpose of this study was to analyse the geopolitical
situation and foreign policy activities of Ukraine at the present stage of its historical development. General scientific
and special research methods, including comparative, historical, and systemic, structural and functional, forecasting,
institutional, and other methods, were used to solve the tasks set. The findings of this study can be considered as the
identification of the stages of Ukraine’s development in the diplomatic space, and the formulation of the state’s foreign
policy guidelines. The study described Ukraine’s geopolitical strategy since independence and the state of its partnership
potential at present. The study analysed the principal areas of foreign policy activities of the state authorities and the
country’s prospects in terms of its advancement on the world stage. The participants also identified the priorities of
Ukraine’s foreign policy and the problems of asserting the state in the international arena in the context of Russian
aggression and the struggle for territorial integrity. The results of this study are important for government officials
whose responsibilities include the development of the state’s foreign policy course, as well as for scholars whose research
interests include foreign policy in the European-Atlantic context and Ukraine’s cooperation with foreign countries

Keywords: geopolitical strategy; national security of Ukraine; international relations; European integration; national
interests; multipolar model of the world order

Introduction

After gaining independence in 1991, Ukraine proclaimed
its right to an independent foreign policy (FP) aimed at
ensuring its security and national interests. The state’s
foreign policy activity determines its successful develop-
ment in the context of positioning in the international
arena and support from the international community in
the context of the armed aggression of the Russian Feder-
ation (RF). A thorough study of Ukraine’s current foreign
policy course is important for expanding cooperation with
foreign countries and improving the efficiency of public
authorities implementing policy at the international level
(Sitsinskiy, 2017).

The relevance of the subject under study is condi-
tioned by the fact that in the context of external aggression,
Ukraine needs to intensify the integration into interna-
tional politics, economy, and other areas of interstate co-
operation, specifically within the European Union (EU) and
the North Atlantic Alliance (NATO) (Kvasha & Syniakova,

2019). Therefore, an analysis of the state’s foreign policy
activities over the past 30 years will help to improve the
mechanisms of activity of state bodies and officials vested
with powers in the field of international relations and to
formulate a consolidated foreign policy course.

Quite a few Ukrainian and European political scien-
tists, historians, and lawyers pay attention to the issues
of international relations in a broad sense and the topic of
Ukraine’s foreign policy in a narrow sense. However, this is
the first time that a comprehensive analysis of Ukraine’s
activities in the field of international relations against
the backdrop of Russian armed aggression has been con-
ducted. For example, N. Sitsinskiy (2017) examines the
legal content of Ukraine’s foreign policy activities. The au-
thor argues for the need to improve the legal framework
for a greater integration into international politics.

Ye. Yuriichuk & S. Opinko (2021) investigate the activ-
ities of Ukraine’s foreign policy authorities in the United
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Nations (UN) and international courts to counter Russian
aggression. The researchers state that the Ukrainian gov-
ernment has a systematic approach to countering hybrid
warfare in this area. O. Kondratenko (2020) studies the
issues of Ukraine’s geopolitical status through the lens
of the methodological discourse of Ukrainian and for-
eign scholars. In his opinion, the state is geographically
located at the intersection of the strategic interests of
three cultures: Euro-Atlantic, Eurasian, and Islamic. This
factor, along with internal problems, has long determined
Ukraine’s positioning as a buffer country. V. Smolianiuk
(2022) focuses on the international institutional and geo-
political consequences of the Russian-Ukrainian war. The
researcher concludes that the armed aggression against
Ukraine has led to Russia’s economic decline, its collapse at
the geopolitical level and its transition to a group of third
world countries that have no influence on global political
processes. In researcher opinion, this armed conflict has
also demonstrated the need to form a new system of inter-
national relations and create modern security structures.

The theoretical and methodological foundations of
Ukraine’s foreign policy under P. Poroshenko’s presidency
are studied by M. Simchera (2019). The author empha-
sises that the country’s foreign policy activities during this
period were primarily aimed at safeguarding its national
interests by maintaining peaceful and mutually benefi-
cial cooperation with international actors. R. Bezsmertnyi
(2018) considers the geopolitical context of the Russian-
Ukrainian war. The scholar believes that the conflict on
the territory of Ukraine cannot be perceived as a border or
regional one, as it has the characteristics of a geopolitical
confrontation. The scholar emphasises the reformatting
of international relations on a global scale and states the
need to create a new global security system that would
meet modern realities. Polish scholar M. Wozniak (2016)
holds the same opinion. He argues that the annexation of
Ukrainian territories has dramatically changed US policy
towards Russia. It is also for this reason that Washington
has increased its military presence in Central and Eastern
Europe and expressed its readiness to support the demo-
cratic aspirations of Ukrainians. The purpose of this study
was to cover the content of Ukraine’s foreign policy activi-
ties from the moment of proclamation of independence to
the present period of historical development. The object
of this study is the foreign policy of Ukraine.

The scientific originality of this study lies in the fact
that, based on the analysis of scientific literature and in-
formation sources on the problems of the state policy of
ensuring the national security of Ukraine in the foreign
policy sphere, the study analysed the relations between
Ukraine and the leading centres of power in the modern
security environment and substantiated the priorities of
Ukraine’s foreign policy at the present stage.

Materials and Methods

The methodological framework of this study is a quali-
tative combination of general scientific and special re-
search methods. Specifically, the following theoretical
methods were used: abstraction, analogy, generalisation,
and analysis. Using the method of abstraction, the study
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identified the characteristic features of Ukraine’s for-
eign policy activities. The analogy helped to consider the
common features of the state’s foreign policy in the early
1990s and at the present stage. The method of generalisa-
tion became the basis for studying Ukraine’s place on the
modern geopolitical map of the world. The analysis was
used to highlight the specific features of Ukraine’s geopo-
litical position.

Special research methods were also used in the study,
including historical and systemic, structural and func-
tional, comparative, institutional, political legal analysis,
statistical data analysis, and forecasting. The historical
and systematic method became the basis for the study of
the stages of establishing diplomatic relations between
Ukraine and foreign states and international organisa-
tions after gaining independence. Particular attention was
paid to the recognition of Ukrainian independence by the
international community, the characteristic features of
the state’s foreign policy in the early 1990s and the forma-
tion of the foreign policy course under the first President
Leonid Kravchuk.

Using the comparative method, the author of this
study managed to identify common and distinctive fea-
tures of Ukraine’s foreign policy activities before and after
the beginning of Russian aggression, and to formulate the
reasons for intensifying cooperation with the international
community against the background of a full-scale inva-
sion and threat of occupation of the state by the Russian
Federation. The institutional method was used to investi-
gate the development of the institutions of state power of
Ukraine, which are vested with the functions of practical
implementation and coordination of foreign policy activ-
ities. It also highlighted the problems of political institu-
tions functioning in the context of external aggression.

The method of political legal analysis helped to con-
sider the regulations that outline the priorities of the for-
eign policy of Ukraine and regulate the foreign policy ac-
tivities of the state. Specifically, attention was paid to the
Constitution of Ukraine, the Strategy of Foreign Policy of
Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada Resolution “On the Main Di-
rections of the Foreign Policy of Ukraine” (1993), the Laws
“On the Principles of Domestic and Foreign Policy”, and
“On National Security of Ukraine” (Draft Law of Ukraine
No. 1117-1...,2008; Law of Ukraine No. 2469-VIIL..., 2018).

Using the forecasting method, the author of this study
managed to identify the main and most likely ways of
Ukraine’s development in the context of the transforma-
tion of the international security system against the back-
ground of Russian aggression, possible bilateral and mul-
tilateral partnerships, projects and agreements with the
world’s leading economies. Assumptions were also made
about the state’s membership in the EU and accession to
NATO in the near future.

The method of statistical data analysis became the
basis for assessing the level of support of Ukrainians for
the country’s integration with the European Union and
the North Atlantic Alliance. The study used the results
of surveys conducted by the Sociological Group “Rat-
ing”, Kyiv International Institute of Sociology, and the
National Democratic Institute in Ukraine (Foreign policy
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attitudes..., 2023; NDI, 2022). These data made it possible
to analyse trends in the attitudes of citizens in different
regions of Ukraine towards EU and NATO membership in
various periods of historical development.

Using the structural-functional method, the study ex-
amined the impact of the situation in Ukraine on inter-
national politics, assessed the international community’s
reaction to the Russian invasion in February 2022, and
outlined the activities of international institutions in the
context of resolving the military conflict and bringing the
aggressor to justice. Furthermore, this method helped to
identify the role of internal factors and external actors in
the changes in Ukraine’s foreign policy activities under the
presidencies of Leonid Kuchma, Viktor Yushchenko, Viktor
Yanukovych, Petro Poroshenko, and Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Results

Ukraine’s foreign policy activities in the first years of
independence, international recognition, and establish-
ment of diplomatic relations. Ukraine’s declaration of
independence in 1991 increased the influence of interna-
tional factors on its socio-political and economic develop-
ment. The solution to the problems faced by the state has
moved into the realm of international relations — bilateral
and multilateral. While the processes of globalisation that
intensified in the 20th century were reflected in the in-
tensification of Ukraine’s relations with other states and
international organisations.

The main document that defined the foundations
of state-building processes, including in the field of for-
eign policy, was the Act of Declaration of Independence
of Ukraine (Decree Verkhovna Rada..., 1991). Based on it,
in July 1993, the parliament adopted a resolution “On the
Main Directions of Ukraine’s Foreign Policy” (Resolution
on the Main..., 1993). It noted that an indispensable com-
ponent of state development is its active entry into the
global community. The country’s national policy is aimed
at preserving its territorial integrity and inviolability of
borders, integrating into the global economic system, pro-
moting the image of Ukraine as a trusted partner, and re-
nouncing its nuclear status.

The main principles of the foreign policy developed
the provisions prescribed in the Act of Independence of
Ukraine and other domestic regulations and were in line
with international law. According to these documents,
Ukraine pursues an open foreign policy and intends to co-
operate with all actors in international politics, avoiding
dependence on other countries and superpowers.

In its relations with other countries, Ukraine is
guided by the principles of mutual respect, equality, mu-
tual benefit, and non-interference in internal affairs. It has
no territorial claims against its neighbouring states and
does not recognise territorial claims against itself and ad-
heres to internationally recognised human and minority
rights standards.

However, before 1991, Ukraine hardly ever conducted
foreign policy, although it had a Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs (MFA). Therefore, a fundamental problem for the au-
thorities was to create an action plan in the international
arena, define national interests and identify geopolitical

priorities. Ukraine’s first steps in this area were taken un-
der the presidency of Leonid Kravchuk, and the Foreign
Ministry was then headed by A. Zlenko. The main task at
that time was to make the state a subject of international
law and achieve recognition by the international commu-
nity (Zavadska, 2016).

Notably, this process was quite lively. Within three
months of regaining independence, more than 100 coun-
tries recognised Ukraine as an independent state. Poland
was the first to do so, followed by Canada (both on 2 De-
cember 1991). Diplomatic relations were established on 8
and 27 January 1992, respectively. After the All-Ukrainian
referendum on 3 December 1991, a protocol on the estab-
lishment of international relations with Hungary was also
signed, and on 6 December, the Agreement on the Basics
of Good Neighbourliness and Cooperation (Agreement
“On the Foundations...”, 1991) was signed. Furthermore,
in the first months of the year, Ukraine was recognised
by Lithuania, Latvia, Russia, Bulgaria, Croatia, Argentina,
Bolivia, the United States, Germany, France, and the United
Kingdom. By 2000, diplomatic relations were established
with more than 150 countries, and Ukraine had 53 embas-
sies at that time (Balabanov & Trofymenko, 2012).

The recognition of Ukraine’s independence by the
world’s most influential states has demonstrated the irre-
versibility of the state-building process and demonstrated
the final turnaround in the world community’s position
on this issue. Immediately after the declaration of inde-
pendence, L. Kravchuk chose the path of dissociation from
Russia and rapprochement with Western countries, which
included integration into the Euro-Atlantic space. There-
with, there were many issues in the foreign policy sphere.
One of them is the performance of Ukraine’s obligations
to renounce its nuclear status. The state of Russian-
Ukrainian relations was also alarming, especially regard-
ing the ownership of the Black Sea Fleet in Crimea and the
succession of the USSR (Zadorozhny & Khmeleva, 2017).

Thus, immediately after declaring independence,
Ukraine established diplomatic relations with all Europe-
an countries and international organisations, defined for-
eign policy guidelines, established contacts at the highest
level and expanded trade and economic relations.

Ukraine’s foreign policy guidelines, the principle of
multi-vectorism of the foreign policy. At the stage of es-
tablishing its statehood and formulating its foreign policy,
Ukraine implemented the concept of multi-vectorism. This
refers to developing and maintaining equal and mutually
beneficial relations with various members of the interna-
tional community following their own national interests
(Aleksieyevets & Seko, 2016). For a long time, Ukrainian
politicians have been discussing the choice of integration
model: European or Eurasian. The Euromaidan, the annex-
ation of Crimea and the Russian invasion in February 2022
finally resolved the debate over Ukraine’s European path.
Therefore, integration into the EU is currently Ukraine’s
only foreign policy option as a guarantee of strengthen-
ing its position in the international arena, acquiring ad-
ditional guarantees of territorial integrity, restructuring
and preparing the national economy to operate in fierce
competition with global powers.
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Notably, since Ukraine is in the centre of Europe, its
interaction with European structures is quite natural. The
course of rapprochement with the EU was set in the first
years of independence under the presidency of Leonid
Kravchuk. Thus, in 1994, Ukraine signed a Partnership and
Cooperation Agreement with the organisation (Agreement
No. 237/94-BP, 1994). This accelerated the establishment
of relations at the highest level, and the Kyiv-Brussels Co-
operation Council and Committee began their work. In
1995, Ukraine became a member of the Council of Europe
(CoE) and has been involved in European policymaking
since then.

In March 2007, Ukraine and the EU began negotia-
tions on a new agreement. The following year, at the Par-
is Summit, Kyiv and Brussels reached a consensus on the
Association Agreement, which is based on the norms of
political association and economic integration. In 2009,
the Association Agenda was agreed upon, replacing the
EU-Ukraine Action Plan, and aiming to serve as a guide
for reforms in preparation for the implementation of the
future agreement.

At the fifteenth EU-Ukraine Summit in Kyiv in Decem-
ber 2011, negotiations on the Association Agreement were
completed, and on 30 March 2012, its text was preliminar-
ily signed by the heads of the negotiating teams (Associ-
ation Agreement between..., 2014). The political part of
the Association Agreement was signed on 21 March 2014,
and the economic part on 27 June. On 16 September of the
same year, the Verkhovna Rada and the European Parlia-
ment simultaneously ratified it. The EU-Ukraine Associ-
ation Agreement entered into full force on 1 September
2017. This is an international legal document that consol-
idates the transition of relations between Ukraine and the
EU from partnership to integration.

And in 2019, the Verkhovna Rada amended the Con-
stitution with 334 votes, which legally consolidated
Ukraine’s course towards full membership in the EU and
NATO (The Rada fixed..., 2019). The explanatory note
states that these changes will contribute to the implemen-
tation of the European and Euro-Atlantic choice by ex-
panding Ukraine’s cooperation with the European Union
and the North Atlantic Alliance until full membership is
achieved. However, the introduction of the corresponding
constitutional amendments did not accelerate integration
into the Euro-Atlantic space (Ukraine will fix..., 2018).

A major step towards European integration was taken
immediately after Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
Thus, on 28 February 2022, President Zelenskyy, Prime
Minister Shmyhal, and Speaker of the Verkhovna Rada
R. Stefanchuk jointly signed an application for EU mem-
bership. Already in June, the leaders of the 27 EU mem-
ber states unanimously supported granting Ukraine the
status of an EU candidate at a summit in Brussels (The
EU finally..., 2022). Further preparation for membership
will involve completing reforms in all areas of public life.
This will create the conditions for bringing the standard
of living and legal protection of Ukrainians closer to that
of other countries of the Commonwealth. Therewith, the
candidate status opened opportunities for financial aid
provided through grants, investments, or technical aid,
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and through participation in EU programmes and initia-
tives (The status of a candidate..., 2022).

Close cooperation with the North Atlantic Alliance is
an essential element of Ukraine’s pro-Western policy. The
state has been taking steps to expand cooperation with
NATO for three decades. The purpose of this cooperation
is to provide guarantees of political independence and
sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of state
borders (Skachko, 2020). The relationship was officially
launched in 1991 when Ukraine joined the North Atlantic
Cooperation Council (NACC). In 1994, the Partnership for
Peace programme was signed, and in 1997, a NATO Infor-
mation Centre was opened in Kyiv and a Charter on a Dis-
tinctive Partnership was signed.

Since 2014, due to the annexation of Crimea by Rus-
sia and the occupation of certain districts of Donetsk and
Luhansk regions, cooperation between Ukraine and NATO
has expanded in several key areas. It covered a wide scope
of areas, including reform of security and defence struc-
tures, military cooperation, and peacekeeping operations
(Skachko, 2020). Russia’s full-scale invasion in February
2022 gave the idea of joining the North Atlantic Alliance a
new sound. Whereas earlier citizens mostly believed that
NATO membership could have negative consequences for
the state, now, according to a poll conducted in autumn
2022, 79% of citizens would like Ukraine to become a
full member of NATO by 2030. In May, 73% of respond-
ents answered this question positively (The majority of
Ukrainians..., 2022).

And at the end of September 2022, in response to the
annexation of four Ukrainian regions by Russia, V. Zelen-
skyy announced that the application to join the North
Atlantic Alliance under an accelerated procedure. The
President is convinced that Ukraine has already proved its
compliance with NATO standards. “We trust each other,
we help each other, and we protect each other. This is the
Alliance. De facto. Today, Ukraine is applying to make it
de jure”, the Ukrainian leader said (Ukraine submits an...,
2022). Thus, according to most of the population and
Ukrainian politicians, NATO membership will guarantee
security for the state. Therefore, Ukraine’s further move-
ment towards integration with the Alliance is unavoidable
in the current security situation. At this stage, Kyiv’s re-
lations with the organisation play a vital role in the fight
against the Russian aggressor.

The impact of Russia’s aggression against Ukraine
on the changing geopolitical situation in the world. Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine is regarded by the international
community as a violation of international law and the
principles of world order, which has become a serious
challenge to European stability since the end of World
War II (Bollfrass & Herzog, 2022). The consequences of
Russian aggression are also significant for the system
of global security and international order, which the UN
must guarantee. That is why the entire civilised world
united to help the Ukrainian resistance forces repel the
Russian Federation, as there were no other levers of in-
fluence on the aggressor.

The current system of international law has failed
to prevent the war or find a peaceful solution, and the
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Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) has proven ineffective in the face of an armed con-
flict of this magnitude. In turn, the UN and the Interna-
tional Red Cross failed to provide the necessary aid and
were repeatedly accused of inaction. The war in Ukraine
proved that the institutions created after the Second
World War were ineffective. The international legal order
also proved to be ineffective, as one state cannot invade
another and declare it its territory, as Russia is currently
doing (Cafruny et al., 2023).

As noted by scholars I. Kotoulas and V. Pusztai, Rus-
sia’s revisionism in Ukraine is not a separate episode, but
a part of its foreign policy and an integral part of Russian
statehood and an attempt to use force against post-Soviet
states and globally (Kotoulas & Pusztai, 2022). Notably,
Russian aggression has further contributed to the division
of the world into two camps. Some states support freedom
and democracy, while others support authoritarianism.
The latter, apart from Russia, was joined by Iran, Syria,
Belarus, and North Korea. It is improbable that China will
join this coalition. Although Beijing is strengthening its
economic ties with Moscow, it is unlikely to dare to side
with the aggressor. China’s support for the war would be
considered as an endorsement of separatism, and such a
position would not be beneficial for it due to several ter-
ritorial claims. Although Beijing refrains from criticising
Russia, it declares respect for the territorial integrity of
all states.

Predicting the further course of the war, it can be as-
sumed that the Kremlin will not give up on its goal in the
question of Ukraine. However, despite the threats, Rus-
sia is not ready to challenge the North Atlantic Alliance
(Lichterman, 2022). Russia will focus on particular coun-
tries and try to deter their involvement in the armed con-
flict through subversion, propaganda through pro-govern-
ment media resources, and energy terror.

At this stage of historical development, the world
community is faced with the task of stopping the aggres-
sor as soon as possible and making the war prohibitively
expensive for Russia (Ratten, 2022). Given that the most
likely scenario for the development of the situation in
Ukraine is a “war of attrition”, considering the difference
in economic resources, as well as the limited effective-
ness of sanctions imposed on the Kremlin, it is possible
to achieve this goal (Levy & Leaning, 2022). However, only
if the international community supports Kyiv at multiple
levels: financially, militarily, logistically, technologically,
informationally, and diplomatically.

Discussion

The issue of the specific features of Ukraine’s foreign pol-
icy has been of interest to Ukrainian scholars since the
emergence of this phenomenon and has become rele-
vant now, in the period of tectonic shifts in international
politics due to Russian aggression. Some American and
European scholars are also paying attention to the topic of
the Ukrainian foreign policy.

K. Shyrokykh (2018) focuses on the evolution of
Ukraine’s foreign policy, tracking the influence of external
actors and domestic political factors on this process. The

author emphasises that the state’s foreign policy has de-
veloped in interaction with both the East and the West. But
the EU and NATO exerted influence through attractiveness
and financial aid, while Russia used brute force, manipula-
tion, and coercion. Proceeding from this, Ukrainian politics
has traditionally been divided into two conventional parts.
Some supported integration into the European Union and
membership in the North Atlantic Alliance. Others ad-
vocated multi-vectorism, which would mean balancing
between the East and the West. K. Shyrokykh (2018) also
notes that after 2014, Russia is no longer considered as a
suitable alternative to economic and political integration.
This demonstrates the inevitability of reforms to achieve
EU membership. Therewith, this research paper does not
define Ukraine’s prospects for Euro-Atlantic integration.

0. Kvasha & A. Syniakova (2019) focus on the prob-
lematic issues of Ukraine’s integration into the European
economic, social, political, and cultural space at the pres-
ent stage of historical development. However, the authors
consider economic factors as the main obstacle to EU ac-
cession. In their opinion, Ukraine needs to implement re-
forms in this area to improve the living standards of its
citizens, ensure the harmonious development of economic
institutions, high employment, and currency stability.

Researchers also identify internal factors that hinder
Ukraine’s progress towards the EU. These include the lack
of tangible results of socio-economic reforms, high levels
of corruption and economic crime, a shortage of experi-
enced European integration specialists among the elite and
civil servants, inconsistencies in legal systems and a gap in
the level of economic development between Ukraine and
the EU. However, in their study, they do not consider the
factor of external aggression, which hinders the country’s
development and exacerbates the crisis in various spheres
of public life. H. Mashtalir & S. Leskiv (2017) considered
the issue of Ukraine’s integration into the EU as a basis for
the development of civil society. Scholars believe that the
EU is setting a personal example of the importance of civil
society’s interaction with the authorities.

Ukraine’s accession to the European Union will allow
Ukrainian society to move to a qualitatively new level to-
wards establishing European rules for the functioning of
civil society. This refers to developing and implementing
the rule of law by changing laws, the implementation of
which, among other things, should be mandatory for all
members of society, protecting violated human and civil
rights and freedoms, and fighting corruption at all levels
of government. In its foreign policy, the EU promotes rel-
evant values in civil society, which is one of the important
tasks on the way towards membership.

L. Skachko (2020) investigates the state and prospects
of cooperation between Ukraine and the North Atlantic Al-
liance in the context of the formation of a common secu-
rity and defence policy. The researcher suggests that it is
the aggression and constant pressure from Russia that has
led to the need for Ukraine to seek effective guarantees of
its independence and territorial integrity. While military
and political cooperation with NATO, as the most influen-
tial security organisation, is essential for the state. Recent
public opinion polls show that Ukrainians have realised the
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benefits of collective security after Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion. However, the question arises as to how stable citizens’
support for NATO membership will be and to what extent it
is a conscious choice rather than a temporary reaction to an
external threat (The majority of Ukrainians..., 2022).

E. Wolff (2015) studies the topic of NATO expansion
against the background of the situation in Ukraine. The
author disputes the Russian propaganda narrative that the
annexation of Crimea in 2014 was a response to the possi-
ble eastward expansion of the North Atlantic Alliance. In
his opinion, NATO’s presence in the post-Soviet countries
(Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia) creates stability for the entire
Europe, and does not pose a threat to Russia. Therewith,
the researcher suggests that the prospects of Ukraine and
Georgia’s membership in NATO will lead to an escalation
of the conflict between Russia and the Alliance leaders.

V. Osadchyi (2021) explores the topic of cooperation
between Ukraine and NATO in the period from 2014 to
2020. The author emphasises that a sovereign and dem-
ocratic Ukraine is essential for security on the European
continent and constrains Russian expansion to the West.
That is why the leadership of the North Atlantic Alliance
supports Kyiv’s course towards joining the organisation,
aiding in strengthening the defence sector and bringing
it up to NATO standards. However, internal factors such
as ineffective anti-corruption measures and slow defence
reforms made it impossible for Ukraine to become a formal
NATO member in the near future. But this in no way limits
cooperation with the Alliance and bringing it to a qualita-
tively new level in the wake of Russia’s aggression.

A. Haque (2022) examined Ukraine’s foreign policy in
the context of the Russian invasion. The researcher argues
that the Russian Federation, having launched a full-scale
war, violated the prohibition of the use of force contained
in the UN Charter (UN Office in Ukraine, 1945). And since
Ukraine is fighting for its sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity, it can demand aid from the international community
in the form of weapons and economic sanctions against
Russia. International law, in his opinion, stays one of the
main levers in the arsenal of official Kyiv. The author also
concludes that the aggressor should pay reparations for all
the destruction and casualties. And those officials who un-
leashed the war in the centre of Europe must be brought to
justice in international courts. Therewith, the researcher
does not consider the prospects for the formation of a new
system of international relations and the creation of secu-
rity structures that would meet the challenges of modern
times and prevent conflicts of this magnitude.

This topic is in the field of research interests of the
group of scholars A. Cafruny et al. (2023). They consider

response to NATO’s advance to the East. The clash of these
grand strategies also triggered a struggle for Ukrainian
sovereignty. The researchers believe that the international
community needs to formulate new security rules that
would be in line with the multipolar world order. However,
they do not factor in the very real possibility of the West
winning the proxy war and the disappearance of Russia as
a state that has influence on global political processes.

Conclusions

Based on the analysis of Ukraine’s foreign policy activi-
ties at the current stage of historical development, the
following conclusions can be drawn. After regaining its
independence in 1991, Ukraine began to formulate its own
foreign policy, which was aimed at preserving peace and
stability in the world by protecting its own interests and
security. During this period, the state pursued a multi-vec-
tor policy, which means maintaining mutually beneficial
relations with various members of the international com-
munity. This was conditioned by the fact that for a long
time there was no consensus in Ukrainian society on the
choice of integration model: European or Eurasian. At
the same time, in the first years after its independence,
Ukraine set a course for European integration and distanc-
ing itself from Moscow.

The Revolution of Dignity, the annexation of Crimea,
the unleashing of a hybrid war in eastern Ukraine and the
full-scale invasion of Russia have finally eliminated the
debate over Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic development choice.
However, on the way towards EU and NATO membership,
the state must overcome internal problems such as high
levels of corruption, completion of reforms in all spheres
of public life, and overcoming economic instability.

Therewith, against the backdrop of Russian aggres-
sion, Ukraine has considerable expanded its cooperation
with the international community in various fields, from
military to humanitarian. The war unleashed by Russia is
global both in terms of its impact on food and energy se-
curity and its consequences for the norms recognised by
the international community after the Second World War.

The prospect of further research on this topic is a de-
tailed consideration of the various stages of development
of the state’s foreign policy strategy. Furthermore, this
study can serve as a starting point for assessing Ukraine’s
prospects in the context of Euro-Atlantic integration in
the coming years, as well as for analysing trends in the ge-
opolitical orientations of the country’s residents against
the background of external aggression.
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Oco6MBOCTI Cy4aCHOI reONMOJIITUYHOI CUTYAIlil Ta
30BHINTHbOIOJIITHYHOI AiVTbHOCTI HE3AJI€:KHOI YKpaiHu

AHoTauis. AKTYaJbHICTh JOWIIIKYBaHOI TeMM 3yMOBJIEHA TUM, 1[0 B YMOBAaX pOCiiichKOi arpecii YkpaiHa repekuBae
HOBMII eTamn Jep>KaBHOTO PO3BUTKY, SIKMII HacaMIlepes CTOCYEThCS i1 MaiibyTHbOTO MiCIlsl Ha TMOMITUYHIi KapTi CBiTY
Ta poJIi B CUCTEMi MDKHApOTHMX BigHOCMH. MeTOI0 MaHOTO MOCTIIKEHHSI € aHaji3 reoIOJiTMYHOIO CTAaHOBUINA Ta
30BHILIHBOIOJITUYHOI AisS/IbHOCTI YKpaiHM HAa CyyacHOMY eTarli ii icTOpMyHOro po3BUTKY. [IJ1s1 BUPillIeHHS [TOCTaBIeHUX
3aBJlaHb BUKOPMCTOBYBAJIMCS 3arajlbHOHAYKOBi Ta CIeliaibHi MeTOoAM [OCTiI)KeHHS, 30KpemMa IOPiBHSJIbHUIA,
icTOpMUHMIA, @ TAKOX CUCTEMHMIA, CTPYKTYPHO-QYHKI[IOHATbHMIA, TPOTHOCTUYHMIA, iIHCTUTYiOHAJIbHUI Ta iHIII MEeTOIN.
PesynbraTamu JOCTiIKeHHS MOXXHA BBaKaTU BM3HAUEHHS eTalliB PO3BUTKY YKpaiHM B IUIJIOMaTUYHOMY MPOCTOPi Ta
opMyTr0BaHHS 30BHINTHBOTIONITUYHMUX OPiEHTUPIB AepskaBu. Y AOCTiIKEHHI 0OXapaKTep130BaHO reOToIiTUYHY CTPATEr 0
VKkpaiHu 3 MOMEHTY 306YTTSI HE3aJIeSKHOCTI Ta CTaH ii mapTHePChKOTO MOTEHITialy Ha CydacHOMY eTarti. [IpoaHanizoBaHO
OCHOBHi HAIPSIMKM 30BHIITHbOIIOMITUYHOI MisITTbHOCTI OpPraHiB JIepskaBHOI BJIaAYM Ta TMEPCHeKTUBU KpaiHM 3 TOUKMU
30py ii mpocyBaHHS Ha CBiTOBiif apeHi. YUaCHMKM TaKOX BU3HAUWIM TPIOPUTETM 30BHIIIHBOI MOMITUKM YKpaiHM Ta
npob6ieMu yTBepIKeHHSI AepykaBy Ha MIDKHApPOAHiit apeHi B yMOBax pociiicbkoi arpecii Ta 60poTboU 3a TepUTOpPialbHY
isicHiCTh. Pe3yabTaTyl JOCTIIKEHHS € BasKIMBUMM JIJIS AepsKaBHUX CTY’KOOBIIIB, 10 060B’SI3KiB SIKMX BXOAUTH pO3pO6Ka
30BHILIHBOIIOJITUUHOTO KYPCY JIepkaBi, a TAKOXK [IJIS1 HAYKOBIIiB, 10 KOJIa HAYKOBUX iHTEPECiB SIKMX BXOAUTDb 30BHILITHS
TMOJTITUKA B €BPOIENCHKO-aTIAHTUYHOMY KOHTEKCTi Ta CIiBpO6GiTHUIITBO YKpaiHy i3 3apy6iskHMMM KpaiHamu

KiiouoBi c10Ba: reomoiiTHYHA CTpaTeris; HalioHAJIbHA Oesreka YKpaiHM; MiKHApPOAHI BiIHOCUHU; €BpoIleiicbka
iHTerpallist; HallioHaJIbHIi iHTepecK; 6araToNnoasIpHa MOJIE/b CBiTOYCTPOIO
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