
Research Articles

UDC 327.82
DOI: 10.46493/2663-2675.33(3).2023.36-42

Alena Kliuchnyk*

Doctor of Economic Sciences, Professor
Mykolaiv National Agrarian University
54000, 9 Georgiy Gongadze Str., Mykolaiv, Ukraine
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6012-6666

The model of Ukrainian-Iranian relations:
Establishment and decline

Received: 16.02.2023, Revised: 07.05.2023, Accepted: 02.06.2023 
Suggested Citation:
Kliuchnyk, A. (2023). The model of Ukrainian-Iranian relations: Establishment and decline. Foreign Affairs, 33(3), 36-42. 
doi: 10.46493/2663-2675.33(3).2023.36-42.
*Corresponding author

Introduction
After Ukraine gained its independence, an active process 
of developing a new model of interstate relations began. 
Ukraine’s diplomatic relations with Iran were character-
ised by the significant economic interest of both countries. 
As M.  Eslami (2022) notes, it is confirmed by the signif-
icant volume of exports of Ukrainian products, and the 
support for cooperation in the construction of aircraft. 
Despite specific shortcomings, diplomatic relations were 
maintained and developed rapidly. 

The fundamental document of bilateral relations be-
tween Ukraine and Iran is the Declaration on the Prin-
ciples of Friendly Cooperation between Ukraine and the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, signed by the Presidents of the 
two states in Tehran on 26 April 1992 (Memorandum..., 
1992). The document envisages that both countries will 
actively develop diplomatic relations as friendly states 
and partners. Priority is placed on negotiations and rela-
tions at the highest state level, meetings of foreign minis-
ters, consultations, and negotiations between the parties 

on international and bilateral issues of mutual interest, 
including within the UN, other international and regional 
organisations, and forums at various levels.

Over the past 30 years, relations between Ukraine and 
Iran have gone from an ambitious partnership to a complete 
collapse. All these years, Ukraine has been helping Iran devel-
op its aviation and nuclear power industry, supplying grain, 
and once the Iranians even got Ukrainian cruise missiles.

In September 2022, the Ukrainian military began 
downing the first Iranian kamikaze drones that attacked 
cities. Kyiv then revoked the accreditation of the Iranian 
ambassador to Ukraine. Following the brutal attacks by 
Iranian “Shahedin” and the destruction of Ukraine’s en-
ergy sector, Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba proposed 
that the president break off diplomatic relations with Iran 
(Kuleba offers..., 2022).

P. Van Bergeijk (2022) writes that the events of 24 Feb-
ruary 2022 had an impact on the territorial integrity and 
inviolability of Ukraine, and on the international economy, 
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security, and, consequently, relations. No less important 
in this is the support of the RF by the Iranian authorities.

According to D.  Saraswat (2022), international mili-
tary cooperation is of great importance for ensuring secu-
rity at the regional, national, and global levels. According 
to S. Rahman (2022), the main task is to increase the level 
of the state’s defence capability, guarantee military secu-
rity, and establish an international legal security regime 
according to national interests. According to H. Dylan and 
T.J. Maguire (2022), international military partnership im-
plies the existence of common purposes and interests, and 
approaches to the implementation of such activities.

However, notably, it is an “ideal” form of military and 
defence cooperation based on the principles of interna-
tional law. According to the position, the practice demon-
strates that this type of international cooperation may be 
conducted in violation of the relevant provisions of inter-
national conventions and treaties. As the author notes, it 
is non-conventional military cooperation. It can be either 
overt or covert, but the latter is more stable and perma-
nent. In the current circumstances of a full-scale war, a 
striking example of this is the military-technical coopera-
tion between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the russian 
federation. According to I.  Kusa (2022) is implemented 
through the supply of kamikaze attack drones used against 
civilian infrastructure. It contradicts the provisions of in-
ternational humanitarian law and the international legal 
obligations assumed by Iran. In addition, the author notes 
that Iran’s cooperation with russia will grow and develop 
more rapidly, which has an adverse impact both on the se-
curity of Ukraine and the entire international community.

Therefore, the Tehran authorities are involved in war 
crimes committed on the territory of Ukraine. Thus, Iran is 
indirectly encroaching on Ukraine’s national security, ter-
ritorial integrity, and inviolability, just like the aggressor 
country – the russian federation. These circumstances call 
into question Ukraine’s further cooperation with the Islam-
ic Republic and the maintenance of diplomatic relations.

Thus, considering the above, the purpose of the research 
is to determine the cause-and-effect relationship between 
the establishment, development, and decline of diplomatic 
relations between Ukraine and the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Research results
Bilateral relations between Ukraine and Iran
One of the most significant factors of influence on Iran is 
its geographical location. It is located at the crossroads of 
regions, which allows it to promote its interests in Central 
and South Asia, the South Caucasus, and the Middle East. 
Notably, the presence of conflict points along the perime-
ter of the state’s borders determines Iran’s purpose to es-
tablish its draft geopolitical plan to deter its regional and 
global adversaries (Alcaro & Siddi, 2020).

Diplomatic relations between the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and Ukraine have been characterised by some contra-
dictions and underdevelopment due to several factors.

In 1992, the beginning of their establishment was 
marked by the opening of the Iranian embassy in Kyiv, and 
in October, the Ukrainian diplomatic mission was opened 
in Tehran (Dudka, 2020). On 26 April 1992, the two leaders 
signed the Declaration on Cooperation between Ukraine 
and the Islamic Republic of Iran in Tehran (Declaration on 
the..., 1992). This regulation is defined as the basic docu-
ment for bilateral relations. Notably, the legal framework 
comprises a total of 37 existing documents, of which 9 are 
interstate, 10 are intergovernmental, and 18 are intera-
gency (Declaration on the..., 1992). 

Bilateral relations between Ukraine and Iran are based 
on trade relations, which began to develop more actively 
in the 2000s. Their specific feature is the prevalence of ex-
ports from Ukraine over imports from Iran. Notably, trade 
relations usually concerned agricultural products, metal-
lurgy, fuel and energy, machine building, and infrastruc-
ture (Panova & Zhevaho, 2022).

In 2001, the volume of trade was USD 165 million, and 
in 2012 – USD 1.232 billion, but due to the impact of in-
ternational sanctions in 2013, which were related to Iran’s 
internal policy, the figures decreased by 2 times. In 2015-
2018, the restrictions were partially lifted, and trade turn-
over grew again, enabling Iran to enter the top 10 coun-
tries with the highest foreign trade turnover with Ukraine 
(Drone in the back..., 2022).

However, in 2018, sanctions were re-imposed, which 
caused the trade turnover to decline again. For a more de-
tailed analysis, consider the statistical data (Table 1).

Table 1. Trade turnover between Ukraine and Iran in 2012-2022

Source: (Drone in the back..., 2022)

Year Export, USD ths. Import, USD ths. Total volume, USD ths.

2012 1164712.6 67399.8 1232112.4

2013 793924.7 83686.8 877611.5

2014 703421.7 52954 756375.7

2015 533571.2 30517.3 564088.5

2016 705165.5 39952.2 745117.7

2017 552584.7 70059.9 622644.6

2018 433092.6 53854.8 486947.4

2019 214727.4 48956.2 263683.6

2020 258846.4 48219.3 307065.7

2021 624949.3 98775.5 723724.8

2022 184244.64 16022.38 200267.02
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The data in the table demonstrates that turnover was 
highest in 2014-2016, and reached the same level again in 
2021. However, notably, due to the political situation, the 
turnover has now been reduced again.

Overall, Ukraine’s exports were mainly agricultural 
products and foodstuffs, gas turbines and locomotives, 
while Iranian goods included medicines and dried fruits, 
and Ukraine was interested in energy, which cannot be ex-
ported due to sanctions. Notably, most of the goods are 
usually re-exported through third countries; the reason 
for this is the lack of clear interbank settlement channels 
(Gutsalyuk et al., 2021). One of the most promising areas 
for relations between Ukraine and Iran could have been 
nuclear energy and military-technical cooperation, but 
due to US pressure and sanctions, this area was curtailed 
in the 1990s (Hatami et al., 2020).

The Beginning of Disagreements in the Development 
of Ukrainian-Iranian Relations
Notably, the development of relations between Ukraine 
and Iran is hampered by the diversity of political opin-
ions. Thus, Ukraine maintains ties with the United States, 
while Iran – with russia. As a result, there is no political 
will to develop bilateral contacts. This distancing is ob-
served in the international arena due to the lack of mu-
tual support in UN votes. However, in 2016, the Strategic 
Vision of Ukraine’s relations with Iran was adopted, based 
on the principles of non-interference and non-prevention 
of cooperation by other states, friendly relations and mu-
tual interest, which guarantees food security for Iran and 
energy security for Ukraine. However, due to the renewal 
of sanctions, the provisions of this Strategic Vision have 
become irrelevant (Alcaro & Siddi, 2020).

A tragic incident should be highlighted. On 8 January 
2020, a Ukrainian plane, which was a commercial civilian 
flight, was shot down over Tehran. It happened as a re-
sult of a mistake by the Iranian air defence. As a result, 9 
crew members and 167 passengers died. This tragedy had 
an adverse impact on bilateral relations between the two 
countries. The Iranian authorities denied any involvement 
and officially refused to negotiate the investigation. The 
Ukrainian authorities, in turn, claimed that this was a 
planned terrorist act and filed a lawsuit against Iran. The 
latter offered compensation of $150,000 to the relatives of 
each of the victims, but Ukraine did not agree to this amount. 
Now Iran is trying to resolve the case without recognis-
ing the illegality of its actions (Three years after..., 2022).

Iran’s Place in the russian-Ukrainian War
The full-scale russian invasion of Ukraine on 24 February 
2022 deserves special attention. It demonstrates the inter-
twining of interests, events and positions in international 
relations that at first glance appeared to be little related.

In this case, mention should be made of the Iran nu-
clear deal and the 2014 russian-Ukrainian war, as these 
events are interrelated (Hatami et al., 2020). The reason 
for this is the involvement of the European Union (EU), 
the United States and the russian federation in both cases. 
The prerequisite is the 2014 negotiations on the nuclear 
deal with Iran, in which russia acted as a mediator. One of 

the issues that were not agreed upon was Tehran’s nuclear 
ambitions. Thus, Iran should reduce, convert and modify 
its nuclear development and adopt the relevant protocol. 
The IAEA, in turn, has demanded unannounced rapid in-
spections to give the international community more con-
fidence. It provided an opportunity for russia to obtain a 
concession from the United States (Alcaro & Siddi, 2020). 

In 2022, negotiations on the renewal of the nuclear 
deal were held and were successful (Nuclear deal, 2022). For 
the russian federation, this was a new opportunity to use it 
in its interests. In March of the same year, the russian au-
thorities published demands to the United States, seeking 
guarantees of the inviolability of russia’s relations with Iran 
after the nuclear deal. However, the renewal of the nuclear 
agreement was not implemented; this process was suspend-
ed. Tehran’s authorities mentioned the US’s unwillingness 
to lift sanctions as the reason for this (Nuclear deal, 2022).

Representatives of the RF are trying to use the nucle-
ar negotiations to satisfy their interests, putting Iran at 
risk. However, the latter is not trying to reduce contacts 
but rather supports russia’s actions in Ukraine at the offi-
cial level. Notably, senior officials and the Supreme Leader 
blamed NATO and the United States for the outbreak of 
war. There is a specific dissonance in this regard, as Iran’s 
official position is to resolve the conflict diplomatically. In 
addition, during the UN General Assembly’s vote on the 
resolution condemning russia’s invasion of Ukraine, Iran 
abstained from expressing its position (Norman, 2022).

Instead, the full-scale invasion and aggressive mil-
itary actions of the RF caused contradictions within the 
country and a lack of monolithicity. Therewith, as officials 
and authorities supported russia, ordinary citizens, re-
formist circles, the middle class and conservatives reacted 
quite adversely and condemned russia.

However, some prospects are opening up for Iran as 
a result of the russian-Ukrainian war. For example, if a 
nuclear deal is concluded and sanctions are imposed on 
energy supplies from russia, the Islamic Republic could 
become a new supplier of gas and oil to Europe. In addi-
tion, notably, russia’s position in Central Asia, the Cau-
casus and siberia may be weakened. It provides Iran with 
an advantage in terms of increasing its economic and ge-
opolitical influence in these regions while maintaining 
close cooperation with the russian authorities. Thus, such 
a possible development of events could turn the current 
situation with relations between russia and the Islamic 
Republic 180 degrees, with the latter acting as the “domi-
nant” party. However, this situation is quite probable, due 
to the exceptional pragmatism of Tehran’s policy and the 
situational nature of these alliance-type relations.

On the one hand, if the Islamic Republic of Iran normal-
ises relations with the West and lifts some of its sanctions, 
it will be able to establish relations with Ukraine and build 
a pragmatic political course in the post-war period. The 
prerequisites for expanding cooperation in this context are 
the mutual interest of countries in exporting and import-
ing a particular category of products. In addition, notably, 
the support for the security of the food plan in the Middle 
East, and the broad scope of cooperation in the political 
and economic segments of the perspective plan. To imple-
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ment such a development, the necessary conditions are 
the setting of purposes by both governing circles of states 
and their awareness. Thus, Ukraine and Iran will adhere 
to the developed policy and strategy pragmatically, and 
Ukraine will promote its positions in the Iranian discourse.

However, on the other hand, considering the cur-
rent circumstances, it is impossible to say that Ukraine’s 
relations with Iran will develop. It is caused by the facts 
confirming the immediate involvement of the Islamic Re-
public in the war against Ukraine. Thus, according to John 
Kirby, Iranian designers are on the territory of the tem-
porarily occupied Crimea (Iranian military instructors…, 
2022). The White House National Security Council’s Stra-
tegic Communications Coordinator said that Tehran’s au-
thorities had sold kamikaze drones to russia and, accord-
ingly, sent their personnel to Crimea to help the russian 
authorities attack Ukrainian cities. According to various 
estimates, the equipment transferred to Iran could reach 
several thousand units (US sanctions Iranian drone…, 
2023). However, despite this, the authorities of the Islamic 
Republic deny this fact, as do the authorities of the rus-
sian federation. In mid-October 2022, there was evidence 
that russia had again received more than 2,000 kamikaze 
drones, and some media reported that russia was planning 
to purchase Fateh-110 and Zolfaghar surface-to-surface 
ballistic missiles from Iran. In addition, importantly, on 20 
October 2022, Ukrainian intelligence reported the arrival 
of instructors and advisers from Iran on using unmanned 
aerial vehicles in russia (Informational geostrategic reso-
nance..., 2022).

Ukraine terminates the agreement on diplomatic  
relations with Iran
During a briefing on 18 October 2022, Dmytro Kuleba, the 
head of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, submit-
ted a proposal to President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to break 
off diplomatic relations with Iran due to the country’s arms 
supplies to russia. Kuleba noted that Ukraine has never 
taken an anti-Iranian position, but due to the numerous 
damages caused by Iranian kamikaze drones to Ukraine’s 
infrastructure and possible further supply of weapons in 
the future, and the deaths and suffering of the Ukraini-
an people, it is impossible to talk about maintaining any 
diplomatic relations. The head of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said that the resumption of relations could only be 
possible if the supply of weapons to the aggressor country 
was stopped (The Ministry of Foreign..., 2022). Notably, 
according to US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan on 
9 January 2023, the supply of weapons could lead to large-
scale war crimes; the US will consider holding the Irani-
an authorities accountable (Biden’s adviser had..., 2022).

Thus, considering the current circumstances, the re-
sumption of relations between Ukraine and Iran is possible 
if the latter takes some steps. First and foremost, it means 
stopping Iran’s arms supplies to russia, recognising its role 
in a full-scale war and taking responsibility. If Iran contin-
ues its current political course, relations with Ukraine will 
be severed indefinitely. Further research will examine in 
more detail the possibility of restoring relations between 
Iran and Ukraine.

Discussion
Over the past 30 years, relations between Ukraine and the 
Islamic Republic of Iran have come a long way, from an 
ambitious partnership to collapse. From the beginning of 
Ukraine’s independence, one of its main purposes was to 
establish economic cooperation with Iran. Despite several 
successful and promising projects, relations between the 
two countries have been accompanied by adverse aspects, 
which have now resulted in a rift between Iran and Ukraine.

Iran was one of the first states to recognise Ukraine’s 
independence, and on 25 December 1991, diplomatic re-
lations between the two countries were established (From 
the history..., 2022). 

In January 1992, the Iranian Foreign Minister came to 
Kyiv to sign a memorandum (From the history..., 2022). 
Thus, the main purposes at that time were Ukrainian agri-
cultural products, aircraft and carriage building, and trans-
portation of Iranian oil and gas through Ukraine. Notably, 
imports of oil and gas from Iran allowed Ukraine to abandon 
russian products and, consequently, reduce its dependence 
on russia. However, this project was not implemented. In 
September 1998, Behzad Mazheri, who was Iran’s ambas-
sador at the time, noted that this could not be done be-
cause of high tariffs that raise energy prices compared to 
those of post-Soviet countries (Iran and Ukraine..., 2022).

Notably, Iran initiated the development of relations 
with Ukraine and further cooperation. As a result of the Is-
lamic Revolution of 1979, a different regime came to Iran, 
for which Soviet communism was perceived as a hostile 
political system, but less dangerous than in the United 
States and Israel (Iran and Ukraine..., 2022). 

According to A. Saeedi Ran and M. Halalkhor (2021), 
in 1992, the Iranian authorities decided to resume the pro-
ject to build a nuclear power plant in Bushehr, which was 
stopped due to the Islamic Revolution, and it was then that 
the US and German governments imposed sanctions and 
refused to complete the facility. Nevertheless, in 1995, the 
Islamic Republic signed a contract with a russian company 
to resume construction and engaged Kharkiv-based Tur-
boatom and several Ukrainian enterprises as subcontrac-
tors. Notably, the US government’s refusal to build a nucle-
ar power plant was due to Iran’s “nuclear ambitions”, which 
threatened the security of the international community.

Н. Lavranos (2022) notes that in March 1998, after a 
visit by the US Secretary of State and numerous appeals 
from Israel, Leonid Kuchma announced that Ukraine 
would abandon the Iran project in exchange for coopera-
tion with the US in the high technology segment. Accord-
ingly, the Iranian authorities have publicly adversely as-
sessed Ukraine’s actions.

According to R.  Czulda (2020), the greatest achieve-
ment of Ukrainian-Iranian relations was the project to 
build the AN-140 aircraft. In the future, Ukraine wanted 
to expand cooperation, involve the Islamic Republic in the 
production of the AN-70, and offer Iranian oil and gas sup-
plies to Europe through Ukraine, but no significant chang-
es in relations occurred. Accordingly, it can be concluded 
that the Ukrainian government has taken some steps to 
support cooperation with Iran and has guided its political 
course towards its further development.
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Ukraine demonstrated its appreciation of the impor-
tance of relations with Iran by providing humanitarian 
aid. According to I. Kusa, (2022), after the December 2003 
earthquake, planes with essential supplies, rescuers, sur-
geons, traumatologists, and a mobile hospital with other 
doctors were sent. In addition, the author writes that from 
2005 to 2016, there were no significant events with Iran, 
and there were no meetings of the intergovernmental com-
mission on economic cooperation. Notably, Iran’s position 
changed significantly during the presidencies of Viktor 
Yushchenko and Viktor Yanukovych. The example of Tur-
boatom’s abandonment of the nuclear power plant project 
was frequently used as an example of Western partners’ 
influence on Ukraine’s policy. Despite this, cooperation on 
the construction of AN-140 aircraft continued until 2015.

In 2014, the Revolution of Dignity occurred in 
Ukraine. It finally consolidated the movement towards the 
EU and NATO. Thus, Iran has added Ukraine to the list of 
US supporters. Accordingly, in the opinion of the Islam-
ic Republic’s authorities, with the beginning of russian 
aggression, russia had more arguments to strengthen its 
positions (Iran and Ukraine..., 2022). Nevertheless, there 
was one more attempt to establish relations. According to 
S. Yousuf and S.J. Hussain (2022), in July 2015, the US, EU, 
China, UK, Germany, France, and russia reached an agree-
ment with the Islamic Republic of Iran on its nuclear pro-
gramme; some sanctions were lifted. S.  Hurst (2022) ar-
gued that the Ukrainian authorities positively assessed the 
programme and decided to use the opportunity to increase 
the country’s exports, especially of agricultural products. 
In 2016, a meeting of the Intergovernmental Commission 
on Cooperation was held, which was attended by the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine; notably, it was the first 
visit in 15 years. Thus, it again confirms the fact that these 
relations were more important for Ukraine than for Iran.

In the future, S. Hussain (2022) should be mentioned, 
who writes that in May 2018, the United States abandoned 
the Iran nuclear deal and soon reimposed sanctions, but 
Ukraine did not refuse further cooperation. The Islamic 
Republic ranked 7th among Ukrainian grain exports, al-
though most of its needs were supplied by russia, Iranian 
oil and gas supplies were not implemented (Drone in the 
back..., 2022). It indicates that Ukraine considered Iran as 
a promising country for cooperation, but for Iran, these 
ties were not important.

The full-scale invasion of Ukraine by the russian fed-
eration demonstrated its aggressive actions, as evidenced 
by a large number of civilian deaths, damage to civilian 
infrastructure and other factors. Iran, in turn, has regu-
larly claimed to be against it. Thus, on 14 March, Iranian 
Foreign Minister Amir Abdollahian held telephone talks 
with Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba. He em-
phasised that the Iranian authorities support efforts of 
any kind to resolve the crisis and achieve peace (Political 
experts spoke…, 2023).

According to the facts, in July 2022, there were reports 
of a possible supply of kamikaze drones from Iran to rus-
sia, and later putin had a meeting with the real leader of 
the country; later, russia began to use Iranian weapons in 
the war with Ukraine (Iran and Ukraine..., 2022).

On 23 September 2022, the Ukrainian authorities, con-
sidering Iran’s position on a full-scale invasion, stripped 
the country’s ambassador of his accreditation and reduced 
the number of diplomats at the embassy. Notably, Iran’s 
position sparked protests in Kyiv, which were attended by 
both Ukrainians and representatives of the Iranian dias-
pora. The latter, in turn, support Ukraine and oppose the 
actions of the Islamic Republic’s authorities (Protests 
against Iran’s..., 2022).

According to R.  Van Zwenenberg (2023), Iran is in-
volved in war crimes on the territory of Ukraine. In addition, 
he notes that it is quite common for Iranian politics to “say 
one thing and do something else”. S. Shpiro (2023) empha-
sises that there is a certain agreement between Iran and 
russia that considers the interests of both sides. Consider-
ing this, it is inappropriate to continue maintaining diplo-
matic ties with a state involved in war crimes on the terri-
tory of Ukraine. Only if the supply of weapons is stopped 
and responsibility is borne will relations be restored. 

All of the above has resulted in the issue of sever-
ing Ukraine’s diplomatic relations with Iran. According 
to A. Geis & U. Schröder (2023), in the 1990s and 2000s, 
Ukraine considered Iran as a promising country for coop-
eration, which had a specific range of resources and inter-
ests. Currently, there is an opinion that the severance of 
relations with Ukraine is not desirable for the Islamic Re-
public, even though they are not important for the coun-
try. However, the lack of diplomatic ties with Ukraine and 
involvement in war crimes will significantly worsen Iran’s 
status in the international arena.

Thus, it is impossible and inappropriate to continue 
and develop Ukraine-Iran relations today. Iran supports 
the aggressor country by supplying weapons that are used 
to commit war crimes. Even if there is a possibility of re-
storing diplomatic relations in the future, it will only be 
possible if the supply is stopped.

Conclusions
This study was conducted to establish the cause-and-
effect relationship of the model of diplomatic relations 
between Ukraine and the Islamic Republic of Iran, which 
included an analysis of their establishment and decline.

Accordingly, it was determined that the development 
of these relations dates back to the beginning of Ukraine’s 
independence. Iran was among the first states to recognise 
the country’s independence and sovereignty in the inter-
national arena.

These relations were characterised by the geopolitical 
and economic interests of both countries. The trade and 
economic sector deserves special attention. An analysis 
of exports and imports of Ukrainian and Iranian products 
was conducted. It was determined that Iran occupied the 
7th place in terms of exports, but Ukraine’s imports of Ira-
nian oil and gas did not develop. In addition, the field of 
aircraft construction, namely the AN-140, is an important 
aspect of Ukrainian-Iranian relations.

The events of 2014 in Ukraine were marked by the 
Revolution of Dignity. The authorities in Tehran reacted 
adversely to this, and once again made a statement that 
Ukraine was a supporter of the United States.
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Nevertheless, the trade and economic sphere continued 
to develop, and as of 2021, the total trade turnover reached 
USD 723724.8. The full-scale invasion that occurred on 24 
February 2022 encroached on Ukraine’s territorial integrity 
and inviolability and entailed terrible consequences in the 
form of deaths, injuries, damage to civilian infrastructure, 
etc. In July 2022, the Islamic Republic of Iran was reported 
to be cooperating with the russian authorities. It is sup-
ported by the fact that Tehran’s authorities supply kamika-
ze drones and send designers to occupied Crimea to resolve 
issues related to the control of this military equipment.

Accordingly, on 18 October 2022, the issue of sever-
ing diplomatic relations with Iran in connection with the 
country’s assistance to the terrorist state in committing 

several war crimes was raised. It was determined that the 
restoration of these ties would be possible only if the sup-
ply of weapons was stopped. Notably, the US government 
is considering bringing the Iranian authorities to justice 
for their involvement in military aggression.

Further research will be devoted to determining the 
prospects for restoring relations with Iran in the post-war 
environment.
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Модель українсько-іранських відносин: становлення та занепад

Анотація. Актуальність проведеного дослідження обумовлена різким погіршенням дипломатичних стосунків між 
Україною та Ісламською Республікою Іран на тлі співпраці останньої з російською федерацією, що потенційно може 
призвести до розриву усіх зв’язків. Метою роботи є визначення основних передумов, що сприяли занепаду відносин 
між Україною та Іраном. Серед основних методів варто зазначити метод логічного аналізу, функціонального 
аналізу, синтезу, дедукції, індукції, історичний, формально-юридичний та інші. У ході проведення дослідження було 
вивчено історію становлення дипломатичних відносин між обома державами від початку існування незалежної 
України. Було розглянуто основні події, які були визначними для обох сторін. Зокрема, було проаналізовано 
торговельно-економічні відносини, що полягало у вивченні статистичних даних експорту та імпорту продукції. 
Це надало можливість визначити, що Іран входив у топ-10 експортерів української продукції. Найбільш важливим 
етапом було визначення ролі Ірану у повномасштабному вторгненні російської федерації в Україну у 2022 році. Були 
розглянуті позиції представників міжнародної спільноти і наведено дані американської та української розвідок, 
що свідчили про причетність Ірану до злочинів військового характеру на території України, а також можливість 
понесення відповідальності у майбутньому. Виходячи з цього, було встановлено основну причину, яка поставила 
під питання можливість подальшого співробітництва. Варто зазначити, що розрив зв’язків знижує статус Ірану на 
міжнародній арені. Практична цінність отриманих результатів полягає у виокремленні двосторонності політики 
Ірану та встановлення необхідності про подальше співробітництво України з даною державою

Ключові слова: дипломатичні зв’язки; повномасштабне вторгнення; політика; країна Близького Сходу; військові 
злочини
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