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Diplomacy of Ukrainian statehood from the establishment
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Abstract. Throughout its history, Ukrainian diplomacy has gone through different periods; the legacy of the events of
the 20™ century is of practical importance for modern Ukraine, the establishment of its statehood, and recognition as
an equal subject in the global international arena. Using the achievements of predecessors in this area, considering
past mistakes and miscalculations, it is now possible to strengthen the state's diplomatic activity on a democratic
basis with specific national characteristics. The purpose of the study is to provide practical recommendations for the
development and strengthening of Ukrainian diplomacy at the present stage by identifying theoretical and conceptual
approaches to the ways, methods, and means of developing the diplomatic service of the state in different historical
periods of the 20™ and 21% centuries. The comparative historical method was used to prepare this work, which, through
comparison and analysis, identified the key points, features, nature of the interaction, and specifics of the process of
diplomatic activity of the Ukrainian state in the 20% - early 21 centuries. The originality and identity of the diplomatic
service of the Ukrainian state and the strengths and weaknesses of foreign policy at different stages of the country's
historical development were identified. The author outlines the most significant international achievements of the
first independent Ukrainian Republic and identifies the key features and basic features that determined the future
development of the country's domestic diplomatic corps. The most optimal mechanisms, instruments, and means of
Ukraine's international activity to implement them in the modern practice of international relations were indicated.
Considering the priority areas for bilateral and multilateral diplomatic cooperation, the author proposes variant
solutions and possible scenarios for further transformation of the country's foreign policy course regarding specific
vectors of cooperation. The results and conclusions of the work can be used as a framework for future practical research,
in particular, in the development and implementation of new systems and mechanisms of the best international
practices in the field of diplomatic service in the national foreign policy
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Introduction

In the 9t century, a powerful Slavic state, Kyivan Rus, was
established in the Dnipro region and surrounding lands,
and it was an active participant in international contacts
in the fields of politics, economics, and culture (Flissack,
2013). Due to the active foreign policy activities of Ukrain-
ian descendants, which included peace negotiations, mili-
tary operations, and intricate and far-sighted strategies of
influence on certain external opponents, significant pro-
gress was made in establishing relations with other states,
tribes, and communities; in the late 9™ century and early
10* century, Kievan Rus was a powerful state that all ac-
tors in international relations of that time had to reckon

with (Tereshchuk, 2019). The beginning of the 20* centu-
ry was marked by radical modifications of the established
structures of international relations, of which Ukraine was
a part (Datsckiv, 2010). At the beginning of the 21%t centu-
ry, the Ukrainian state is once again undergoing a period of
transformation and development on a fundamentally new
model. The russian-Ukrainian war that has been going on
in Ukraine since the beginning of 2014 has forced the coun-
try to fight for its freedom by using both military means
and all means and mechanisms of diplomacy and foreign
relations. This study is relevant in light of the current
situation in the country and through the prism of events
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occurring in the world; the study of the specific features
and specifics of the diplomatic activity of the Ukrainian
state over the past hundred years, the identification of the
main features and success factors of certain events in the
international arena with the participation of the country
will allow using the information obtained to develop and
present practical recommendations on the optimal vec-
tor of Ukrainian diplomacy at the present stage and soon.

The research emphasises the key features and nature
of Ukraine's diplomatic activity at different stages of its
establishment in the 20* and 21% centuries to identify the
optimal tools, means, and mechanisms for the nation's
foreign policy in the third millennium.

The issues of the establishment and development
of the diplomatic activity of the Ukrainian state are be-
ing actively explored by scholars and experts in this field.
Ukrainian researcher O. Durman (2019) examined the
transformation of Ukraine's foreign policy strategy at dif-
ferent stages of its history as a foundation for the launch
of the state's diplomatic activity after gaining independ-
ence. According to journalist V. Tereshchuk (2019), such
components of classical diplomacy as cultural and public
diplomacy are integral parts of any country's international
activities and serve to strengthen intergovernmental con-
tacts at all levels of interaction.

A historically important event — the recognition of
the Ukrainian People's Republic — was described by mu-
seum specialist N. Tryfonova (2020) as an example of the
establishment and development of young states, and their
activities toward the recognition of their independence in
post-war Europe. The historian I. Martsiyas (2021) believed
that one of the main purposes of the Western Ukrainian
People's Republic was to preserve the identity of Western
Ukrainians and strengthen their position on the European
map of the world.

Historian I. Datskiv (2019) defines the union of the
Ukrainian People's Republic and the Western Ukrainian
People's Republic as one that had its prospects but was
doomed to failure due to internal disagreements. Accord-
ing to international relations specialist M. Mishchenko
(2022), the transformation of the diplomatic activity of the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic was very intense, es-
pecially regarding the cooperation of domestic represent-
atives within international organisations, in particular the
United Nations.

The specific features of Ukraine's diplomatic activity at
the turn of the 20* and 21% centuries were considered by
Y. Kotyk (2020) (in particular, the foreign economic aspect
of the state's international relations), M. Petrovych (2022)
(strategic relations between Ukraine and the European Un-
ion), I. Tkeshelashvili (2022) (past, present and prospects for
rapprochement between Ukraine and Georgia and the North
Atlantic Alliance), O.Brusylovska (2018) (historyofrelations
and conflicts between Ukraine and the russian federation).

The main emphasis in the above works was placed
on the key features of Ukraine's foreign policy activity
through the prism of using historical developments by the
modern diplomatic service of Ukraine.

The purpose of the study is to outline rational ways
and options for the most appropriate development of
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Ukraine's diplomatic strategy by exploring the historical
experience of Ukraine's foreign policy development from
the early 20th century to the present.

Literature Review

The systematisation of diplomatic activity, generalisa-
tion, and identification of certain structural elements of
the sphere is an important task for any democratic state
in the current context of global development. According
to O. Myronchuk (2020), such an element of foreign poli-
cy cooperation as scientific and technological is designed
to bring practical benefits to the search for solutions and
their implementation to the most important international
problems of today.

According to Datskiv (2010), the emergence of the
foreign policy department of the Ukrainian state and its
structures was primarily due to the active diplomatic ac-
tivity of young European republics, which later became the
prototype of modern Ukraine; this applies to the Ukrain-
ian People's Republic and the Western Ukrainian People's
Republic, which achieved incredible results in their activ-
ities, given the conditions under which diplomatic work
was performed to achieve these results. N. Martyniuk
(2020) examined the positive impression of the Ukrainian
government in exile and its achievements in various areas
of state-building during the Soviet history of the country
was important for modern diplomats both from Ukraine
and around the world, as many means, mechanisms, and
instruments of foreign policy were first used in practice by
figures from the young Republic.

According to Maruniak (2019), the academic elite,
scientists, artists, and ordinary Ukrainians currently liv-
ing abroad have always been the driving force behind na-
tional diplomacy due to their active pro-Ukrainian stance
both during national unrest and throughout history, thus
influencing both local governments in their countries of
residence and sending a powerful signal of support and
emotional unity to the homeland. I. Sologub (2022) tried
to summarise the results of long-term cooperation be-
tween Ukraine and the European Union, thus explaining
the rapid convergence of the two subjects of international
law in terms of strengthening foreign economic relations,
and strategic cooperation in the field of defence and se-
curity, science, education, and culture. Yu. Fisher (2019)
considered Ukraine's desire for as independent a foreign
policy as possible and freedom in diplomatic contacts to
be the main prerequisites for the emergence of modern
military confrontations in the country, in particular, the
russian-Ukrainian war.

The specific features, specifics, and differences in ap-
proaches to establishing cooperation between the United
States and the young republics after the collapse of the
Soviet Union were explored by D. Bruder (2020), who con-
siders the US policy towards each particular state in the
region to be very different and specific, especially con-
cerning Ukraine. B. Richardson-Smith (2021), analysing
the events of the Holodomor in Ukraine, emphasised the
extraordinary efforts of modern Ukrainian diplomats to
recognise this crime at the international level and noted
the role of US senators of Ukrainian descent, who once
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made great efforts to establish international commissions
and groups to study this event in the history of Ukraine
and develop mechanisms for some moral reparation to all
victims of the 1932-1933 tragedy.

Reflecting on the future of the Ukrainian state, its
people, territories, and place on the global map, V. Kur-
ban and Ch. Duman (2021) predicted that, following the
current dynamics and pace, experts on the state's foreign
policy will continue to pursue a course of rapprochement
with the European Community (accession to the European
Union and the North Atlantic Alliance), strengthening co-
operation with the main geostrategic partners (the United
States and the United Kingdom), and expanding regional
contacts on the Asian continent.

Materials and Methods

The main methods of scientific cognition used in the
preparation of this work were the systematic-analytical
and comparative-historical methods and the method of
periodisation and forecasting. Using the systematic-an-
alytical method, the author identifies and examines the
main features of the diplomatic activity of the Ukrainian
state at different stages of historical development; identi-
fies key features, common and distinctive characteristics,
strengths, and weaknesses of the sphere. Using the compar-
ative historical method and the method of periodisation,
the author compares and contrasts the key achievements
of the Foreign Ministry of Ukraine, identifies the defin-
ing phases in the course of the State's diplomatic activity,
compares the basic features and significant events, and
outlines their significance for the current situation. Using
the method of forecasting for the design of scenarios and
options for further development of the sphere, the author
provides practical suggestions on the ways and areas of the
country's foreign activity in specific spheres of influence,
summarises the general results of the century-long his-
tory of diplomatic activity of the modern Ukrainian state.

In the course of exploring the presented subject, a va-
riety of literature was used: scientific and analytical pub-
lications (“Events of 1914-1922 in Ukraine: Their Meaning
and Historical Significance” (Part4). Historical and political
problems of the modern world were explored by V. Makar,
Y. Makar, V. Semenko, and A. Stetsiuk (2020). Y. Tyshkun
(2019) identified the specific features of Ukraine's status in
global politics. Other state and historical materials such as
critical reviews and analysis of the foreign policy activities
of Ukrainian foreign bodies in 1945-1991 (Foreign policy
activity..., 2023)); reference and descriptive information
(“Diplomacy. Encyclopaedia of Modern Ukraine” (Diplo-
macy..., 2022), a collection of data on Ukrainian archival
cells in North America (Ukrainian archival cells..., 2023));
methodological and strategic materials (information on
the activities of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
in the United Nations and other international organisa-
tions in 1954-1964 (Activities of the Ukrainian..., 2023),
a description of the process of establishing Ukraine-Eu-
ropean Union relations (History Formation..., 2023)), etc.

In addition, to provide more complete and extensive
research results regarding the analysis of the legislative
framework and regulatory documents of the Ukrainian state

in different periods of its historical development in the field
of diplomatic relations and foreign policy, a wide range of
regulatory acts was examined and conceptualised. For ex-
ample, the First Universal of the Ukrainian Central Rada of
10 (23) June 1917 (Universal of the Ukrainian..., 1917) is a
state and political document that proclaimed Ukraine's au-
tonomy, the adoption of which was one of the first serious
steps towards the revival of Ukrainian statehood in the 20th
century. In addition, the Declaration of State Sovereign-
ty of Ukraine of 16 July 1990 (Declaration 55-XII..., 1990),
which recognised the rule of law, independence, fullness,
and indivisibility of power within the territory of Ukraine
- an independent state in its foreign relations. In addition,
the Law of Ukraine “On the Principles of Domestic and For-
eign Policy” of 1 July 2010 (Law of Ukraine 2411-VI..., 2018)
provides for the principles of Ukraine's domestic policy in
the areas of statehood development, local self-government
development and promotion of regional development, the
establishment of civil society institutions, national security
and defence, economic, social and humanitarian spheres,
environmental and technogenic safety, and the principles
of Ukraine's foreign policy. And the Presidential Decree
“Strategy of Foreign Policy of Ukraine” of 26 August 2021
(Decree of the President N2 448/2021..., 2021) on the es-
tablishment of Ukraine in the world as a strong and au-
thoritative European state capable of providing favourable
external conditions for sustainable development and re-
alisation of its potential, economy, and Ukrainian society.

Results

The history of Ukraine's modern diplomatic service tradi-
tionally begins on 10 June 1917, the date of the adoption of
the First Universal of the Ukrainian Central Rada and the
establishment of the Ukrainian People's Republic (UPR)
(Trifonova, 2020). This event marks the beginning of in-
dependent foreign relations in independent Ukraine, the
development of the first institutions responsible for diplo-
matic relations, and the development of the foreign policy
apparatus (Datsckiv, 2010). For a better understanding of
the essence of the problem and to thoroughly consider the
specific features of different stages of development of this
area of political development of the country, three main
periods in the history of diplomacy of Ukrainian statehood
are distinguished (Durman, 2019) (Table 1).

Diplomacy of the Ukrainian People's Republic/
Western Ukrainian People's Republic (1917-1922)
The proclamation of the First Universal of the Ukrainian
Central Rada on 10 (23) June 1917 (Universal of the Ukrain-
ian..., 1917) established the UPR, the first independent
Ukrainian state. The executive and legislative branches,
the first foreign policy departments and institutions were
quickly established (following the best international prac-
tices in Germany, France (Zabolotnyuk, 2017), etc.) The
Second Universal, adopted on 3 (16) July 1917 (Universal
of the Ukrainian..., 2017), declared the establishment of
the General Secretariat, which included the General Secre-
tariat for National Affairs; this body became the prototype
of Ukraine's foreign policy institution — the first Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (Datsckiv, 2010).
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Table 1. Stages in the Historical Development of Ukraine's Modern Diplomacy (1917-Present)

Ukrainian People’s Republic / Western Ukrainian People’s Republic (1917-1921)

Key international
partners

Key events

Features

French Republic,
Great Britain,
German Empire,
Austria-Hungary,
Bulgarian
Kingdom,
Ottoman Empire

adoption of the First and Second Universals of the Ukrainian Central Rada,
The Treaty of Brest,
establishment of the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic,
establishment of the Directorate,
Unification Act,
the activities of the Government of the Ukrainian People’s Republic in exile,
Paris Peace Conference,
Soviet occupation of Ukraine

Emphasis on official

recognition of the
Ukrainian state.
Assisting it in the
war against Poland
and russia

The Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic (1922-1991)

Poland, Austria-
Hungary, russia,

establishment of the Council of People’s Commissars of the Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic,
establishment of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
Law on granting union republics greater rights in the field of foreign relations,

Focus on bilateral
and multilateral

member states,
Poland, Baltic
States, United
States of America,
United Kingdom

adoption of the Strategy of Ukraine’s Integration into the European Union,
Euromaidan and the Revolution of Dignity,
Annexation of the Crimean peninsula,
Association Agreement with the European Union,
the beginning of russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine,
Ukraine gaining the status of a candidate for membership in the European Union

Czecc,ﬁi)rgl?)r\lfg’kia establishment of the People’s Commissariat for Foreign Affairs of the Ukrainian Es tilbplli(;ﬁicyihe
. - > Republic, shing
United Kingdom, - foundations of the
United States of . San Franc1sc_o Confe.rence, modern Ukrainian
America adoption of the United Nations Charter, diplomatic service
establishment of the National Committee for the Commemoration of the P
Victims of the 1932-1933 Genocide in Ukraine.
Independent Ukraine (1991-present)
adoption of the Declaration of State Sovereignty of Ukraine, Main purposes:
European signing the Act of Independence, defence of
Union, North adoption of the Constitution of Ukraine, independence and
Atlantic Treaty establishment of the Commonwealth of Independent States, state sovereignty,
Organisation The North Atlantic Alliance’s “Partnership for Peace” programme, restoration of

territorial integrity
and state borders,
membership in the
European Union
and the North
Atlantic Alliance

Source: compiled by the author

The first government of the Central Rada established
diplomatic relations with the Allied powers, receiving rep-
resentatives from Great Britain, France, and Romania in
December 1917 (Datsckiv, 2010). On 27 January (9 Feb-
ruary) 1918, the UPR government participated in peace
negotiations in Brest. As a result, the Treaty of Brest was
signed, according to which the Ukrainian state established
diplomatic relations with Germany, Austria-Hungary,
Turkey and Bulgaria (Beresteysky Peace Treaty..., 2020).
The main content of the treaty was the final recognition
of the UPR as a full participant in peace negotiations, al-
though this was opposed by L. Trotsky, who was part of
the Soviet delegation; however, the legitimacy of the Re-
public's representatives was later recognised and support-
ed (Beresteysky Peace Treaty..., 2020). In addition, under
the terms of the agreement, the newly established state
included the Kholmshchyna and Podlasie, while Galicia
and Bukovyna were recognised as separate districts with-
in the Austro-Hungarian Empire. On 3 March 1918, the
Central Powers and the russian soviet federative Social-
ist Republic (RSFSR) signed the Brest-Litovsk Agreement,
which obliged the latter's Council of People's Commissars
to recognise the legitimacy of the Central Rada and its
People's Secretariat, stop political propaganda in the UPR,
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withdraw Soviet troops from it, and sign a peace treaty
(Brest-Litovsk peace treaty..., 2020).

After the official recognition of the UPR, the state-ap-
pointed ambassadors to several countries, opening
diplomatic missions there, in particular, in Germany,
Austria-Hungary, Turkey, Bulgaria, Sweden, Romania,
Switzerland, etc (Makar et al., 2020). Diplomatic envoys
to France, the United Kingdom, and the United States of
America (USA) were being prepared, but at that time it was
not possible to establish such missions (Trifonova, 2020).
During the time of Hetman P. Skoropadskyi (29 April-14
December 1918), the foreign ministries of Poland, the Don
Republic, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Finland, and the Kuban
were opened in Kyiv (Makar et al., 2020).

After the overthrow of the Hetmanate on 14 Decem-
ber 1918, the Directorate of the UPR was established as
the highest state authority of the Republic, which existed
until 10 November 1920; the heads of the Directorate were
Vynnychenko and S. Petliura, who replaced V. Vynnychen-
ko on 11 February 1919 (Makar et al., 2020). As a result of
Bolshevik aggression and the establishment of the Ukrain-
ian Soviet Socialist Republic (USSR), members of the Di-
rectorate were forced to leave the territory of Ukraine;
from the end of 1920, the period of the UPR government
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in exile began, during which the legislative and executive
authorities of the Republic were located in the territory of
the Polish Republic, and Paris, Munich, and Philadelphia
(Plaviuk, 2004). Due to its constant movements, the Direc-
torate was unable to establish diplomatic missions of oth-
er states, but it intensified its foreign policy activity within
the framework of the Paris Peace Conference (18 January
1919 - 21 January 1920), an international conference with
the participation of the victorious powers to draft and sign
agreements with the defeated states in the First World War
of 1914-1918 (Martynyuk, 2020). The issue of recognition
of states in the process of development was an important
one during the event; delegations from Ukraine and sev-
eral countries (Transcaucasia, the Baltic states) (Datsckiv,
2010) had high hopes for the outcome of the conference.
However, due to active anti-Ukrainian sentiments artifi-
cially established by representatives of russian circles and
the Polish delegation, and personal miscalculations of
Ukrainians (late arrival at the opening of the conference,
lack of an official invitation, etc.), the final decisions on
the “Ukrainian question” were disappointing for the Re-
public: Naddniprianshchyna Ukraine was occupied by the
Bolsheviks and incorporated into the RSFSR; Galicia and
Western Volhynia were part of Poland; Northern Bukovyna
and Southern Bessarabia were part of Romania; and Tran-
scarpathia was annexed to Czechoslovakia (Paris Peace
Conference..., 2020).

Since October 1918, in the wake of the defeat of the
Austro-German alliance, the collapse of the Austro-Hun-
garian Empire, and the formation of newly independent
states, Ukrainians have become more active in building
their own independent country on western Ukrainian
lands (Marcias, 2021). On 19 October 1918, the Proclama-
tion of the Ukrainian National Council (Proclamation of
the Ukrainian..., 1918) was announced on the establish-
ment of the Ukrainian state on the territories of the for-
mer Austro-Hungarian Empire. On 13 November 1918, the
Constitution was adopted, according to which the new-
ly established state was named the “Western Ukrainian
People's Republic” (“WUPR”) (Marcias, 2021). It should
be noted that the WUPR maintained its foreign relations
even after its unification with the UPR on 22 January 1919
(Datsckiv, 2019); diplomatic missions existed in sever-
al countries (Germany, Italy, the USA, Canada), but they
were not recognised as official institutions of the Western
Ukrainian state (Monolaty, 2019). The WUPR sent a sepa-
rate delegation to the Paris Peace Conference, but, like the
UPR, there were no positive results for the Republic (Paris
Peace Conference..., 2020).

An important element of the UPR's international ac-
tivities was cultural diplomacy, the main drivers of which
were mainly emigrants — representatives of the scientific
and political elite, intellectuals, scientists, writers, artists,
and singers (Tereshchuk, 2019). Through their educational
activities, they established a positive image of the Ukrain-
ian state abroad, building a holistic picture of what an
ordinary Ukrainian looks like and lives like in the eyes of
ordinary people around the world (Tereshchuk, 2019).

In February 1921, with the beginning of the Bolshe-
vik occupation of Ukrainian territory and the UPR's offi-

cial authorities in forced exile, some foreign missions sev-
ered relations with Ukrainian diplomats and recognised
the leadership of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
(USSR) (Datsckiv, 2010). Notably, until 30 January 1937,
the Republic was known as the Ukrainian Socialist Soviet
Republic (Makar et al., 2020), but to avoid confusion with
abbreviations, this study will use the abbreviation USSR to
refer to Ukraine during the entire Soviet period of its his-
tory. In addition, diplomatic missions of the UPR in many
countries were forced to cease to exist due to the lack of
funds for their financial support. As a result, diplomatic
contacts developed in previous years were partially lost,
and relations with some countries deteriorated to some
extent for many years (Mishchenko, 2022).

Summarising the diplomatic activity of the UPR dur-
ing its recognised existence, it can be stated that the main
purpose of the foreign policy missions of the Ukrainian
state was to achieve official recognition of Ukraine and
to enlist assistance in its war against Poland and russia.
However, due to indecision in social and political reforms,
the successful offensive of the Red Army and the refusal
of some members of the Republic's leadership to negoti-
ate with the Bolsheviks caused a split in the Directorate,
which was the beginning of the fall of the UPR. Participa-
tion in subsequent international events (for example, the
Paris Peace Conference) did not have a positive impact on
the history of the UPR precisely because of internal mis-
understandings and the imbalance of the Republic's power
structures caused by the forced exile of its main represent-
atives. However, the legacy left by the UPR, especially re-
garding diplomatic activities and foreign service, is inval-
uable in terms of its usefulness and practical application
in the modern world; active international contacts, wide-
spread emphasis on the unique history and identity of the
Ukrainian nation (especially by emigrants from Ukraine
and through various cultural events with the assistance of
the diplomatic corps), have established the foundation of
Ukraine's foreign policy practice in the 21° century.

Diplomacy of the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic (1922-1991)
Since January 1919, the Council of People's Commissars of
the Ukrainian SSR, a full-fledged legal entity in interna-
tional relations, has been operating on the territory of the
Ukrainian state (Datsckiv, 2010). During its existence, the
institution developed a wide network of diplomatic mis-
sions, in particular in Warsaw, Prague, and Berlin; foreign
missions represented in the state included envoys from
Poland, Austria-Hungary, Germany, Czechoslovakia, etc
(Trifonova, 2020). The main purpose of the Council was
to develop and strengthen diplomatic relations with oth-
er countries and improve domestic legislation in the field
of international relations and foreign policy (Trifonova,
2020). However, after 1922, with the establishment of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), the Council
was abolished, and all powers in the field of interstate
contacts were transferred to the Union centre in moscow;
thus, the Ukrainian SSR was deprived of statehood for a
long time and, as a result, the right to conduct interna-
tional and diplomatic activities independently (Himei,
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2012). However, during this period, Ukrainian cultural and
public organisations continued to be active in other coun-
tries, including the state publishing house “Knigospilka”
in London and cultural centres in Berlin (Kocho-Williams,
2013); they claimed leading roles in foreign policy activi-
ties of the Ukrainian state at the beginning of the coun-
try's Soviet history (Tereshchuk, 2019).

For the next two decades, the participation of the
Ukrainian state in international events was symbolic and
nominal; there was practically no fully independent poli-
cy, and representatives of the Ukrainian people were only
members of numerous diplomatic missions and delega-
tions within the USSR (Chechelnytskam, 2021). The situa-
tion began to change only in early 1944 when the Supreme
Soviet of the Union State adopted the Law “On Granting the
Union Republics Powers in the Field of Foreign Relations
and on the Transformation of the People's Commissariat
for Foreign Affairs from the All-Union People's Commis-
sariat into the Union-Republican People's Commissariat”;
this document granted the republics, including Ukraine,
broader powers in the field of international relations and
more freedom in diplomatic matters (History..., 2019).

On 5 February 1944, a resolution was adopted on
the establishment of the People's Commissariat for For-
eign Affairs of the Ukrainian SSR, whose main vector was
worked within the United Nations (UN) (Activities in the
UN, 2016), from the tribunes of which representatives of
the Ukrainian state could convey information about the
state to the world, and participate in discussions of im-
portant global issues, gain experience in multilateral di-
plomacy, receive up-to-date information on world events,
etc. During the San Francisco Conference, which passed
from 25 April 1945 to 26 June 1945, on the penultimate
day of the event, the UN Charter was adopted (United Na-
tions Charter, 1945); the document was developed with
the active participation of the Ukrainian SSR, a large
number of proposals of Ukrainian representatives were
considered in the document, in particular, the provisions
on the promotion of international cooperation in solv-
ing economic and social problems, on universal respect
for and observance of human rights and fundamental
freedoms regardless of race, gender, language or religion
(Ukraine is the Founder..., 2023).

Ukraine's work within the framework of the UN is
multifaceted and fruitful; the state has participated in
meetings of various missions under the auspices of the
organisation (United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), UN economic units, etc.)
(Cooperation with International..., 2021). The Ukrainian
SSR signed the UNESCO Constitution in 1954 (the organ-
isation began operating in 1946) (Constitution., 1946), af-
ter the death of J. Stalin; the reason for this delay was his
unwillingness to involve the Republic in scientific and ed-
ucational issues in Europe due to its strong manifestations
of freedom and democracy (Activities of the Ukrainian...,
2023). However, after joining the institution, Ukrainian
representatives worked with greater openness and activ-
ity; this was facilitated by the relative depoliticisation of
the activities of the international organisation (Foreign
policy activity..., 2023).
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The issue of Ukraine's accession to the UN economic
units was difficult to resolve. It is known that the central
government tried to limit the presence of the delegation
from Ukraine at the Economic Commission for Europe in
March 1948 (Foreign policy activity..., 2023). On 8 Febru-
ary 1949, the Council of Ministers of the Ukrainian SSR
decided to appoint a representative of the republic to the
Committee for the Development of Foreign Trade of the
European Economic Commission (Himei, 2012); this was a
tangible victory for the Ukrainian side, as it was due to this
decision that representatives of the Ukrainian SSR played
an important role in decision-making within the Commis-
sion in the first ten years after the end of World War II.

Significant attention to Ukraine's initiatives at the
UN has become a driver for the state to take further active
diplomatic steps. Since the late 1940s, the Ukrainian SSR
has participated in several international conferences, in-
cluding the 1948 Danube Conference in Belgrade (Himei,
2012). The Ukrainian state became a member of several
international organisations: The International Court of
Justice in 1945, the World Health Organisation in 1946,
the International Labour Organisation in 1954, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in 1957 (Ukraine in
International..., 2023), etc. Ukraine has been a non-per-
manent member of the UN Security Council, elected to
the Board of Governors of various organisations (UN Eco-
nomic and Social Council, IAEA), and was a member of the
Committee on the Fight against Apartheid (Foreign Policy
Concept..., 2020). However, it should still be emphasised
that during the period of its Soviet history - until 1991 -
Ukraine's international moves were guided and controlled
by moscow. However, although such activity was strictly
accountable, representatives of the Ukrainian diplomatic
service gained invaluable international experience in con-
ducting foreign policy work (Mishchenko, 2022).

In the 60s and 70s of the 20th century, the USSR and its
allies, on the one hand, and the United States and Western
countries, on the other, began another stage of confronta-
tion in Soviet-American relations due to the struggle for
spheres of influence (Mishchenko, 2022). From that time
on, the central government in moscow demanded greater
accountability and subordination to the Union Centre from
the republics, particularly Ukraine and Belarus. Hence-
forth, all international initiatives had to be coordinated
between the USSR, the Ukrainian SSR, and the Belarusian
Soviet Socialist Republic (BSSR), which again significantly
limited the freedom of Ukrainian representatives in inter-
national organisations and which, moreover, occurred in
the context of anti-Soviet sentiment (Mishchenko, 2022).

Important successes of Ukrainian foreign policy dur-
ing this period include several diplomatic visits at the
highest and most senior levels (Tishkun, 2019). The events
were extremely important: firstly, the meetings took place
in the heart of the Ukrainian SSR - the capital Kyiv, and
secondly, Ukrainian diplomats were able to demonstrate
their professional skills in organising and holding interna-
tional meetings of this level to the maximum extent possi-
ble under the circumstances.

Therewith, the emigrant community of Ukrainians
abroad continues to be active (Shyrokykh..., 2018. Thus, in
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1980, the Ukrainian American Community Centre was es-
tablished in the United States (Ukrainian archival cells...,
2023); due to the constant attention to it from the author-
ities in the Ukrainian SSR, and the fact that it operated
in the United States, the centre soon became a centre of
national resistance of Ukrainians abroad (Tereshchuk,
2019). In the autumn of 1980, the organisation held its
first meeting, attended by representatives of the Ukrain-
ian diaspora in the United States and officials (congress-
men, politicians) from the American government, which
demonstrated the latter's desire to establish a strong
pro-Ukrainian lobby in the United States (Ukrainian ar-
chival cells..., 2023). The Ukrainian-Baltic Commission of
the US Congress, established in 1980, played a significant
role (Ukrainian archival cells..., 2023); its merits include
the development of a draft resolution that, after being
adopted by the Senate, legitimised the proclamation of 9
November as the day of the Ukrainian Helsinki Group (Our
Freedom Is Not..., 2016).

In the mid-1980s, the most pressing issue was the
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the Holodomor
in Ukraine (Richardson-Smith, 2021). Due to the active ac-
tions of the Ukrainian authorities and representatives of
immigrants in the United States, the idea of establishing
an appropriate institution on this issue arose. Despite the
fierce resistance of the Soviet authorities and the opposi-
tion of some local anti-Ukrainian politicians, the National
Committee for the Commemoration of the Victims of the
Genocide in Ukraine of 1932-1933 began its work in 1983
in the United States (Ukrainian archival cells..., 2023). It
consisted of more than 100 members, including religious
leaders and leading secular figures. On 12 October 1984,
the Commission for the Study of the Holodomor in Ukraine
was established; its work focused on debunking the USSR's
lies about the events of that period, and Ukrainian emi-
grants and American diplomats of Ukrainian descent
played a leading role in this process (Maruniak, 2019).

Before the collapse of the Soviet Union, represent-
atives of the Ukrainian state in various diplomatic mis-
sions — within the framework of the IAEA, UNESCO com-
mittees, etc. — discussed broad issues (hunger in Africa,
the danger of epidemics on the Asian continent) (Himei,
2012), but did not address the crisis in the USSR. However,
the problem of the critical situation in the member states
of the Union was on the agenda of the US Senate, which
believed that the collapse of the USSR and the emergence
of newly independent states was a matter of the near fu-
ture (Maruniak, 2019). This opinion was supported by
close advisers to then-President Bush, who urged him to
shift the focus from the Soviet Union to the individual re-
publics of the state, in particular, Ukraine (Bruder, 2020).
Subsequent events (brutal suppression of any nationalist
manifestations in certain regions, and persecution for po-
litical beliefs) demonstrated that the Soviet government
itself contributed to the rapid collapse of the USSR and the
emergence of newly independent states (Tishkun, 2019).

Concluding on the specifics of Ukraine's diplomacy in
Soviet times, it can be stated that through active work, in
particular within the framework of UN missions, commit-
tees and initiatives, Ukrainian diplomats and international

experts gained vast experience in organising bilateral and
multilateral diplomacy, conducting global foreign policy
negotiations, and participating in solving global problems
in the face of the virtual absence of the right to make in-
dependent decisions in the international space. The cen-
tral government in moscow strictly controlled all steps of
Ukrainian diplomats, regulating their rights and powers;
however, due to the vision of the real state of affairs in the
world, first of all, all the advantages of Western democ-
racy over the socialist system and market economy over
the command system, Ukrainian diplomats were able to
perform their duties clearly and efficiently and establish
the foundation of the national diplomatic service based on
the principles of the Western diplomatic tradition, which
is already followed by modern independent Ukraine.

Diplomacy of independent Ukraine
(1991-present)

A qualitatively new stage in the history of Ukrainian state-
hood diplomacy began on 16 July 1990, with the adoption
of the Declaration of State Sovereignty of Ukraine (Dec-
laration 55-XII..., 1990), a document that proclaimed
Ukraine's state sovereignty, independence, fullness, and
indivisibility of power within its territory, independence,
and equality in foreign relations. According to Article 10
of the Declaration, Ukraine “shall maintain immediate
relations with other states, conclude treaties with them,
exchange diplomatic, consular and commercial missions,
and participate in the activities of international organi-
sations” (Declaration 55-XII..., 1990). On 24 August 1991,
the Act of Independence was signed (Act 1427-XII...,
1991), which set new tasks for the young state in the field
of diplomacy and international relations. From now on,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, as a fully official
and legal agency, had to establish relations between the
already independent Ukraine and the international com-
munity, establish diplomatic relations, establish efficient
and effective networks of foreign policy and consular mis-
sions around the world, develop bilateral and multilateral
relations, acquire membership in international organisa-
tions, etc (Flissack, 2013).

The principles, foundations, and areas of foreign pol-
icy activity are enshrined in several documents, including
The Declaration of State Sovereignty of Ukraine (16 July
1990) (Declaration 55-XIL..., 1990), the Act of Independ-
ence of Ukraine (24 August 1991) (Act 1427-XIL..., 1991),
the Constitution of Ukraine (28 June 1996) (Constitution
of Ukraine 254k/96-BP, 1996), the Law of Ukraine “On the
Principles of Domestic and Foreign Policy” (1 July 2010)
(Law of Ukraine 2411-VI..., 2018), the Law of Ukraine “On
Diplomatic Service” (7 June 2018) (Law of Ukraine 2449-
VIII..., 2018), the Presidential Decree “Strategy of Foreign
Policy of Ukraine” (26 August 2021) (Decree of the Pres-
ident N2 448/2021..., 2021), the Decision of the National
Security and Defence Council of Ukraine “On the Strategy
of Ensuring State Security” (16 February 2022) (Decision
of the National..., 2022), etc.

The positive results of Ukraine's foreign policy service
in the first years of independence included the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations with more than 170 countries
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(Tishkun, 2019). Key foreign policy decisions: non-recog-
nition of war as a means of solving interstate problems,
commitment to neutrality, absence of territorial claims
to other states, and building relations with the European
Union (EU) on the principles of integration, a special part-
nership with the North Atlantic Alliance (NATO), nuclear
disarmament in 1992-1996 (Stages of evolution..., 2023).

The first states to recognise Ukraine's independence
were Poland and Canada (2 December 1992); in December
of the same year, they were joined by Hungary, Lithuania,
Latvia, Estonia, Bulgaria, Croatia, etc, with whom Kyiv be-
gan to actively establish bilateral and multilateral contacts
(Tishkun, 2019). Therewith, the principle of multi-vectors
was introduced - the establishment of equal relations
with different members of the international community
(History..., 2019). The main vectors of foreign policy were:
participation in regional cooperation, activities within the
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), membership
in the UN, EU, and NATO, and strengthening regional co-
operation (primarily with the russian federation) (Stages
of evolution..., 2023). However, since 2014, the priority
has been mainly the course towards European integration,
and since 2022, integration into the European Community
has become the main and only priority purpose of Ukraine
(Decree of the President N2 448/2021..., 2021).

Commonwealth of Independent States
Ukraine, being one of the founding members of the Com-
monwealth, but not a member, undertook to develop part-
nerships within the framework of the Commonwealth of
Independent States (8 December 1991) and its Protocol
(21 December 1991) (Philippidis et al., 2016). In 1993, at
a meeting of the Council of Heads of State in Minsk, the
CIS Charter was approved (Durman, 2019), which was not
signed by Ukraine due to certain disagreements over the
main purpose of the organisation. Thus, it was proclaimed
that the institution regulates military-political and border
cooperation between member states, but Kyiv preferred
economic, social, environmental and humanitarian con-
tacts within the structure.

In 2008, the Verkhovna Rada (Parliament) of Ukraine
registered a draft Law of Ukraine “On Denunciation of the
Agreement on the Establishment of the Commonwealth of
Independent States” (Law of Ukraine No. 3056..., 2008), af-
ter which Kyiv expressed its intention to denounce several
other CIS agreements. moscow immediately began to put
pressure on Ukraine, demanding it should not withdraw
from the existing agreements but rather renew coopera-
tion by launching new joint projects (Flissack, 2013). How-
ever, after 2010, European integration sentiments became
even stronger: the number of joint Ukraine-CIS events was
minimised, membership fees were suspended, etc.

As of 2023, Ukraine continues to withdraw from agree-
ments within the Commonwealth, in particular, on 19 June
2022, the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted laws on the
withdrawal of the state from the agreement with the CIS
on combating illegal migration; on the withdrawal from
the agreement with the CIS on the Common Agricultur-
al Market; and on the withdrawal from the agreement on
perpetuating the memory of the courage and heroism of
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the peoples of the CIS in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-
1945 (Ukraine Withdraws from..., 2022).

European Union

The official recognition of Ukraine's independence by the
Union dates back to December 1991, when the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands, H. van den Broek, as a
representative of the EU presidency, officially recognised
Ukraine's independence in a letter on behalf of the insti-
tution (History Formation..., 2023). In 1998, the Strategy
for Ukraine's Integration into the EU was adopted, and in
2000, the Programme for such integration was adopted
(Petrovic, 2022). The first summit occurred on 5 Septem-
ber 1997 in Kyiv, and there have been 23 such meetings
in total; the next summit will occur on 3 February 2023
in Kyiv (Ukraine-EU Summit..., 2023). In 2007, negotia-
tions on Ukraine's association with the EU began, and the
long-awaited result was a decision on the format of the
future association — the “Eastern Partnership” for Eastern
European countries, including Ukraine (Petrovic, 2022).
Until 2013, there were numerous meetings and lengthy
discussions on the Association Agreement, with the main
controversial issues being the liberalisation of Ukraine's
socio-political life and the fight against corruption. On 21
November 2013, an event occurred that radically changed
the situation in the country — the beginning of the Euro-
maidan and the Revolution of Dignity (Mykytyshyn, 2021)
- which resulted in the refusal of then-President Viktor
Yanukovych to sign the Association Agreement.

The events that occurred in 2013-2014 (protests, ral-
lies, acts of disobedience, etc.) demonstrated the dissatis-
faction of the Ukrainian population with the pro-russian
government, which did not support the course toward
European integration (Minakov, 2020). Thus, in November
2014, the Association Agreement came into partial effect
without confirmation of ratification by all EU members,
and in 2017, the visa-free regime came into force (Vi-
sa-Free Regime..., 2017). Numerous EU-Ukraine summits
have seen a gradual rapprochement between Kyiv and
Brussels in various areas of cooperation (Minakov, 2020).

After 24 February 2022, the date of the beginning of
russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine, relations with the
Union became the most fruitful since the official recogni-
tion of the state's independence. Supporting Kyiv and help-
ing it fight the aggressor became a priority for the Union,
thus, on 28 February 2022, Ukraine officially applied for EU
membership; the document was accepted for consideration
(Sologoub, 2022). On 17 June 2022, the European Commis-
sion recommended to the European Council that Ukraine
be granted candidate status, and on 23 June 2022, the Eu-
ropean Council granted Ukraine candidate status (Ukraine
Received the status of..., 2022) along with Albania, Ser-
bia, Moldova, North Macedonia, Montenegro, and Turkey.

North Atlantic Alliance
The foundations of NATO-Ukraine cooperation were laid
in 1993. In 1994, Kyiv signed the Framework Document
of the NATO-initiated Partnership for Peace Programme,
and in 2007 - the Charter on a Distinctive Partnership
(Tkeshelashvili, 2022). The relationship between the state
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and the organisation has been based on the principles of
openness and support from the very beginning; several
agreements and memoranda signed before 2010 in various
fields demonstrate the common purposes and aspirations
of both parties in matters related to peace, security, and
stability (Kurban, & Duman, 2021).

However, in 2010, Yanukovych dissolved the Intera-
gency Commission on Ukraine's Preparation for NATO Ac-
cession and the National Centre for Euro-Atlantic Integra-
tion of Ukraine, which had been established several years
earlier (Fiszer, 2019); this decision marked the beginning
of Ukraine's drastic departure from the European integra-
tion course and a return to moscow's circle of influence.
However, the Revolution of Dignity again shifted the em-
phasis the national foreign policy, renewing Kyiv's Europe-
an integration and security aspirations (Gebska..., 2020).
The annexation of the Crimean peninsula contributed to
the revision of existing documents in NATO-Ukraine co-
operation; much more attention was paid to the Europe-
an collective security system with Ukraine's participation
(Durman, 2019). Thus, in 2019, Ukraine's strategic course
toward EU and NATO membership was enshrined in the
Constitution of Ukraine (Constitution of Ukraine 254k/96-
BP, 1996). In 2020, Ukraine joined NATQ's Enhanced Op-
portunities Partnership programme along with Australia,
Georgia, Finland, Jordan, and Sweden, and in 2021, dur-
ing the Brussels Summit, it was officially confirmed that
Ukraine would become a NATO member, and the Member-
ship Action Plan would be an integral part of this process
(Umland..., 2022). Currently, Ukraine's strategic coopera-
tion with NATO member states continues; the main areas
of this cooperation are primarily the security component,
military support, training and assistance to the army, and
strengthening it to meet international standards.

Russian federation

On 14 February 1992, diplomatic relations were estab-
lished between the two countries, and in 1997, the Treaty
of Friendship, Cooperation, and Partnership was signed
(Brusylovska, 2018), which enshrined the principle of stra-
tegic cooperation, respect for territorial integrity and in-
violability of borders. In the first years of independence,
relations between the two states were quite friendly and
open, but in 2003, after the escalation of the conflict over
Tuzla Island (Kotyk, 2020), relations began to deteriorate,
and the conclusion of new agreements did not significant-
ly change the situation.

On 20 February 2014, russian troops crossed the
Ukrainian border in violation of all legal provisions; since
then, relations between the two countries have been de-
teriorating rapidly, reaching their highest point after 24
February 2022, with russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine
(Kurnyshova, & Makarychev, 2022). Currently, Ukraine's
diplomatic corps has initiated the termination of almost
all major and minor bilateral agreements and treaties.
Within the framework of international organisations (UN,
Council of Europe), the Ukrainian side has achieved or is
in the process of expelling russia from these institutions.

Notably, Ukraine's diplomacy has done a great job
in responding to russia's aggression in Ukraine. Using

all possible regional and international public platforms,
through all available legal mechanisms and instruments,
representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, rep-
resented by Minister D. Kuleba (4 March 2020-present),
actively communicate to foreign citizens the real state
of affairs regarding the russian-Ukrainian war, its causes,
and possible consequences. Due to such activities, for the
first time in the history of the Ukrainian state, it is clearly
defined as a separate, independent, and democratic state,
independent of outside influence. The main message of
the Ukrainian side is to consolidate international support
and unite all democratic states in the fight against russian
aggression to prevent the escalation of this aggression
further to the west of Europe.

Other areas

Analysing Ukraine's diplomatic actions in the foreign pol-
icy arena since its independence, it can be stated that Ky-
iv's activities in this area are relatively even and balanced.
Thus, Ukraine is a member of many international organi-
sations (UN, Council of Europe, Organisation for Security
and Cooperation in Europe, Organisation for Democracy
and Economic Development, etc.), participates in numer-
ous international humanitarian missions, and frequently
chairs the Commissions and Central Bodies of global in-
stitutions, which once again demonstrates the high pro-
fessional level of Ukrainian diplomats. Kyiv actively coop-
erates with its immediate neighbours, in particular within
the framework of the Lublin Triangle (Ukraine, Poland,
Lithuania). On 11 January 2023, Kyiv hosted the second
summit with the participation of the three presidents,
which resulted in the signing of the Declaration (In Lviv,
the Presidents..., 2023), according to which the partners
provide Ukraine with significant military assistance.

Thus, summarising all of the above, and describing
the peculiarities and specifics of Ukraine's diplomatic
line after gaining independence, it can be stated that as
of 2023, the national foreign policy is primarily designed
to ensure independence and state sovereignty, restore
Ukraine's territorial integrity, and the country's strategic
course is to become a full member of the EU and NATO.
The main difference between the period is the pronounced
multi-vector nature of international policy: work is con-
ducted both within the framework of global organisations
and institutions and in the initiatives of other global
structures, along with the deepening of bilateral relations
with individual countries.

Recommendations for future vectors
of Ukraine's diplomatic activity
In exploring the issues of the establishment and the devel-
opment of the diplomatic service of the Ukrainian state,
the author identifies separate stages that had their specific
features, characteristics, and key events. However, the for-
eign policy activities of recent years are extremely impor-
tant for modern independent Ukraine; the 10s and 20s of
the 21%t century were marked by the beginning of extreme-
ly difficult challenges for the state, the main ones being
the struggle for independence and the nation's right to
physically exist in the modern world. Kyiv's foreign policy
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in 2022 was determined by two factors: victory in the rus-
sian-Ukrainian war and maximum isolation of russia; ac-
tivities in these areas had both positive and neutral results.

Russian federation

Since the start of russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine,
Ukrainian diplomats have been active in the foreign policy
arena, demanding that the aggressor country's activities
be restricted as much as possible by imposing the tough-
est sanctions. Such behaviour has had a positive result: as
of 2022, russia is the leader among countries by the num-
ber of sanctions restrictions imposed on it (russia is the
Most..., 2022). However, this fact does not indicate that
there is nowhere else to go in this regard. Authorised rep-
resentatives of the Ukrainian government abroad should
continue their efforts to maintain tough pressure on mos-
cow. The combination of successful tools of diplomatic in-
fluence and convincing facts of atrocities on the territory
of Ukraine will help achieve the main purposes of national
diplomacy in winning in 2023.

European Union

A historic event was the granting of Ukraine the status of a
candidate for membership in the Union (Ukraine Received
the status..., 2022). It was preceded by years of diplomatic
negotiations, numerous bilateral and multilateral meet-
ings, summits, conferences, etc. Currently, Kyiv is waiting
for the beginning of spring 2023, when the European Com-
mission is supposed to review the results of the reforms
that have been implemented to start immediate formal
accession negotiations (Ukraine Received the status...,
2022). It is not precisely known what the outcome will be
for Ukraine, but both inside and outside the country, it is
recommended to speak openly about reforms and to keep
in touch with the central government to communicate all
the facts and processes inside the country regarding re-
forms and changes for EU accession.

North Atlantic Alliance

In autumn 2022, President of Ukraine V. Zelenskyy signed
an application for fast-track accession to NATO, following
the example of Finland and Sweden, which became mem-
bers of the Alliance bypassing the procedure for obtaining
a Membership Action Plan (We are taking our..., 2022).
However, in the case of Ukraine, this option does not seem
realistic at the moment due to the different lengths of ex-
perience with the organisation; in addition, military op-
erations on the territory of the country do not contribute
to the rapid acquisition of membership. In addition, all 32
NATO members must approve the candidate for member-
ship. Therefore, considering all the above circumstances,
it is recommended to focus on strengthening strategic re-
lations both at the level of the organisation and with each
member state of the Alliance, demonstrating Ukraine's
political will and military potential as a worthy partner
within the institution.

East-West confrontation
For many decades, China-US confrontation has deter-
mined the principles of foreign policy activities of other
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states on all continents of the planet (Foreign Policy
Concept..., 2020). This statement is relevant for Ukraine,
which in early 2022 actively called on Beijing to become
a security guarantor and openly condemn russian aggres-
sion (Zelenskiy says China's..., 2022). However, as of 2023,
the situation has not changed, and China continues to
balance, protecting its interests. In this context, Ukraine's
foreign policy service must find a balance and stay the
course — to continue rapprochement with the Western
democratic bloc. However, there is no need to freeze rela-
tions with Beijing, given the possibility of resuming close
contact soon. However, this requires resolving the issue of
appointing an ambassador of Ukraine to Beijing, instead of
whom a chargé d'affaires has been acting since 2021 (Em-
bassy of Ukraine..., 2023).

Summarising the above recommendations, it should
be noted that all foreign policy activities of Ukraine are
based on the principles of equality, democracy, freedom,
and the rule of law, the foundations of which began to
be established in the times of the UPR/WUPR and were
consolidated and developed during the Soviet period
of the Ukrainian state. Currently, the entire work of the
diplomatic service is focused on winning the war against
russia and recognising Ukraine as an independent and
full-fledged subject of international relations. The recom-
mendations presented here are based on the achievements
of the modern foreign policy department of the state and
continue the course of Ukraine's European integration and
independence in the free world.

Discussion

Evaluating the array of available information and vari-
ous materials on this issue, namely, the most character-
istic features and key events in the history of Ukrainian
diplomacy, the main results of the work of representatives
of the foreign policy department of the state in different
years of the 20" and 21 centuries, practical recommen-
dations for various areas of international cooperation of
Ukraine soon, the following conclusion can be drawn: sci-
entific literature on the subject of the work in the form of
studies, critical reviews, reference, and descriptive litera-
ture, methodological and strategic materials, presented in
a wide range. In particular, special emphasis was placed on
the specifics of the diplomatic steps and foreign policy de-
cisions of the Ukrainian People's Republic in the early 20™
century; such characteristic features as openness to inter-
national dialogue, the desire to prove itself to the Europe-
an community, and the desire for an independent domes-
tic and foreign policy were the basic features of the young
Republic. The results of Ukrainian specialists in this field
of research were the most informative; the facts present-
ed in the works of Ukrainian scholars were very useful in
designing practical recommendations and options for the
future development of national diplomacy in this study.
Another important source of information for this research
was the regulations and international agreements signed
by the Ukrainian state.

In this research, the development of Ukraine's foreign
policy and its transformation under the influence of vari-
ous global and national events occurred due to the acqui-
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sition of both positive and adverse experiences in bilateral
and multilateral diplomatic relations during the existence
of the first independent Ukrainian republic in the early 20
century; Swedish researcher K. Shyrokykh (Shyrokykh...,
2018) believes that the value of past achievements of
Ukrainian figures should not be rejected since they ac-
quired unique skills that were suitable for use in the mod-
ern world - both by representatives of Ukrainian foreign
policy departments and foreign institutions and missions.

The instruments and mechanisms of the negotiation
process, along with the methods and specific techniques
of foreign policy in the first decades of the 20™ century,
require careful research to use the best practices in the
practice of modern diplomatic relations; this opinion was
voiced in this study, with which the Ukrainian historian
H. Chechelnytska (Chechelnytskam, 2021) agreed, who
believed that although the existence of the Ukrainian Peo-
ple's Republic was short-lived, its achievements and his-
torical role were outstanding and significant and related
to state transformations, processes of consolidation of
power, restoration of Ukrainian independence and demo-
cratic transformations.

The role and political influence of the activities of
the West Ukrainian People's Republic on the processes of
statehood establishment and the definition of Ukraine's
identity as a young and independent country on the post-
war map of Europe were not significant enough, as not-
ed in this study. The same position was taken by political
observer 1. Monolaty (Monolaty, 2019) emphasised that
the general impotence of the diplomats of the Western
Ukrainian state was due to the desire to create an inde-
pendent state without the help of a more powerful close
partner - the Ukrainian People's Republic.

The study emphasised that despite Ukraine's long stay
under Bolshevik rule, which tried to control its every move
in both domestic and foreign policy, it was the times of lim-
ited freedom that allowed the state to develop diplomatic
institutions, establish official contacts, and learn from the
experience of international bilateral and multilateral poli-
cy from the world's leading states. In addition, the histori-
an M. Mishchenko (2022) has noted this fact, emphasising
the strength and durability of several official intergovern-
mental contacts (for example, with Canada), which began
in the days of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic.

The study examines the situation in which the Eu-
ropean Union, at the level of individual member states,
seeks to develop effective bilateral and multilateral re-
lations with the member states of the Commonwealth of
Independent States, which includes Ukraine. The same
fact was explored by a group of scholars from the Neth-
erlands, including D. Philippidis, S. van Berkum, A. Thabo,
and M. Verma (Philippidis et al., 2016), who agreed that
the harmonious expansion of the Union's economic and
political opportunities requires new ways and spheres of
influence. Therewith, however, the researchers believed
that the crisis in several Commonwealth countries (for ex-
ample, the annexation of Crimea in Ukraine) required the
European diplomatic service to decelerate active foreign
economic relations with such countries to avoid the aggra-
vation of the situation in Europe.

The gradual deterioration of Ukrainian-russian rela-
tions, as a result of Ukrainians' desire for independence
and the central government in moscow's attempts to sup-
press nationalist sentiment in the Republic, was described
in the presented study as a key factor in the catastrophic
escalation of the confrontation between Ukraine and the
russian federation in the early 21st century. The Estoni-
an researcher O. Mykytyshyn (2021) agreed with this cir-
cumstance, speaking of the emergence of the first pockets
of independence sentiment among the Ukrainian people
long before the official recognition of the Ukrainian Peo-
ple's Republic and its Western Ukrainian neighbour; but
the expert noted that, in the case of a calmer and more
balanced diplomatic line of the young Republics in the
10-20s of the 20 century, the deterioration of relations
between the two states could have been avoided and the
possibility of a full-scale war, which is still ongoing today,
could have been rejected.

The main thesis of this publication, which characteris-
es all periods of historical development and establishment
of the diplomatic service of the Ukrainian state, is that
Ukraine was established as a sovereign, pluralistic, and rel-
atively free state (at the initial stages) within the framework
of the post-Soviet wave of democratisation. The events of
2004 and 2014 provided a revolutionary opportunity for
rapid, liberal democratic reforms in political governance,
economic change, and social standards, which, according
to American scholar M. Minakov (2020), began when the
efforts of the Ukrainian people and Ukrainian diplomats
united for a single purpose - Ukraine's democratisation and
European integration. However, therewith, the researcher
argues that the war of 2022, and the economic turmoil re-
sulting from the hostilities, will definitely hinder the state's
progress toward renewal and may even set it back for years.

Thus, having reviewed and explored all the available
material on the diplomacy of Ukrainian statehood from its
inception to the present, in particular, during the Ukraini-
an People's Republic and the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Re-
public in the 20th century and independent Ukraine in the
21st century, and highlighting the most successful steps of
the national foreign policy service to implement them in
the diplomatic practice of the third millennium, the fol-
lowing conclusion can be drawn: in the foreseeable future,
the quality of scientific information, research results and
conclusions in this area will remain at a consistently high
and professional level. Most probably, the subjects of the
new works will be somewhat expanded due to the rapid
development of internal and external circumstances in
which Ukraine is a close participant, and the dynamics of
international processes in the global context, which make
diplomatic cooperation between all developed countries
much more practical, closer and productive. Notably, the
results of scientific research by Ukrainian experts on this
subject are much more extensive, and the analytical re-
flections and conclusions presented in their works are a
powerful basis for continuing to explore the diplomatic
activities of the Ukrainian state both by domestic schol-
ars and historians abroad, who conventionally do not pay
much attention to the first years of Ukraine's existence in
the early 20t century.
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Conclusions

In the process of preparing the research, the features,
specifics, and characteristics of the diplomatic activity of
the Ukrainian state at different stages of historical devel-
opment were explored to identify the key factors deter-
mining the current foreign policy of Ukraine. It has been
established that each period in the evolution of Ukraine's
foreign policy has its differences, positive and adverse as-
pects, distinctive and common features, and significant
events that were crucial for the history and establishment
of the Ukrainian state as an independent and self-reliant
subject of international relations in the future. Analysing
the specifics of the foreign policy activities of Ukraini-
an diplomats and public figures of different years, it was
found that the strongest feature of all periods was the de-
sire to recognise Ukraine as an independent and sovereign
state, and the ability of Ukrainian diplomats to successful-
ly pursue a multi-vector foreign policy. The study demon-
strated that Ukraine's desire to assert itself in the inter-
national arena, to prove itself a responsible partner, and
a legal, sovereign, and socially oriented state, has borne
fruit. The reaction of other countries was unequivocal; a
wave of diplomatic visits, the opening of official missions,
and the exchange of diplomats and envoys preceded by
their recognition of the independence of the Ukrainian

century — the early 20s of the 21% century, it can be as-
sumed that the further activities of Ukrainian experts in
the field of foreign policy will continue to be based on the
principles of openness, maximum transparency, and mul-
ti-vectors, the foundations of which were laid in the previ-
ous periods of Ukraine's history.

The originality of the study is to highlight the impor-
tance of the achievements of Ukrainian diplomacy over
the past hundred years by considering and studying the
specific features and characteristics of the area in different
periods of the history of the Ukrainian state to determine
the best scenarios for further activities in the context of
the rapid transformation of the conventional geopolitical
situation and to establish a positive image of the state in
the international community.

Analysing all of the above, to obtain broader results
and provide more practical recommendations, for future
research on this subject, it seems advisable to dwell on
the specifics of Ukraine's foreign policy in the early 21%
century, in particular, focusing on the features and specif-
ics of this area regarding the unification of world powers
through the prism of an unprovoked war on the territory
of Ukraine.
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JIumiomMarisa yKpaiHChKOI 1epKaBHOCTI
BiJi CTAaHOBJICHHS /10 ChOTOZeHHSA (KiH. 1910-X CT. — 2020-i pp.):
OCHOBHI MI’KHApO/IHI MapTHEPH, JUHAMIKa, 0COOIHNBOCTI

Anoranis. IIpotsrom cBoei icTopii yKpaiHChbKa AMIIOMATisS IepeskuBaja pi3Hi Imepiofy; CIamoK, 0 3aaUIIUBCS B
pesynbTraTi moAiit XX CT., Bilirpae rmpakTUUHe 3HaUeHHS [IJIs cydacHOoi YKpaiHu, CTaHOBJIEHHS il Aep>KaBHOCTI, BU3SHAHHS
y SKOCTi piBHOIIPaBHOTO CY0’€KTa Ha CBiTOBiif MiXKHApPOXHii apeHi. BUKOPUCTOBYIOUM HaIpallOBaHHS MOINEepeIHUKIB Y
nauii cdepi, 6epyun 1o yBaru MUHY/I HOMMUIKY Ta TIPOPAXYHKM, CbOTOAHI MOXKIMBO YKPIMTUTY JUIUIOMATUYHY AisUTbHICTD
IepkaBM Ha TeMOKPATUMYHUX 3acanax i3 0COGMMBUMM HAIliOHATbHUMM XapaKTepUCTUKamMu. MeTa TOCTiIKeHHS ToJIsIrae
Yy HaJaHHi TPaKTUMUYHUX PEeKOMEeH[allill 100 PO3BUTKY Ta 3MillHEHHSI YKpaiHChKOi AUIIOMATii Ha Cy4acHOMY eTarti
IJITXOM BM3HAUEHHS TEOPETUUYHMX Ta KOHLENTYaJbHMUX IMiAXOMiB HIOA0 CrIoco6iB, METOAIB Ta 3aco0iB (OpMyBaHHS
OUTIOMATUYHOI CTyK6M JepyKaBy Ha DPisHMX icropmuHuMX mnepiogax XX-XXI cr. sl MiAroToBKM HAaHOI pob6OTHM OYB
BMKODPUCTaHMIA MOPiBHSIbHO-iCTOPUMYHMIT METOJ, 3a JOIIOMOTIOI0 SIKOrO IIJIIXOM 3iCTaB/IeHHSI Ta aHajli3y BCTaHOBJIEHO
K/IIOUOBi MOMEHTH, 0COGIMBOCTI, XapaKTep B3aeMofii Ta creindiky mpoiecy AUIIOMAaTUYHOI TiSZIbHOCTI yKpaiHChbKOi
nepskaByu y XX — mouatky XXI ct. CBOEPiIHICTh Ta CAMOGYTHICTb JUIJIOMATUYHOI CITY’KOU YKPATHCHKOI TepsKaBU, a TAKOK
CWIbHI Ta c1abKi CTOPOHM 30BHIlTHBOIIOMITUYHOI AiSUTBHOCTI HA pi3HMX eTarlax iCTOPMYHOTO PO3BUTKY KpaiHu Oynu
po3kpuTi. OKpecieHi HaiiBasKIMBIII MikHapoOHi 3M00YTKM Iepiioi He3aneskHoi YKpaiHchKoi Pecry6siku, 3asHaveHi
KJTIOUOBi 0cOGMMBOCTI Ta 6a30Bi pucH, M0 BU3HAUMIM MaiOYTHi PO3BUTOK BiTUM3HSIHOTO AUIVIOMATUYHOTO KOPITYCY
Kpainu. Haii6inbul onTMMaibHi MexaHi3MM, iHCTPyMEHTM Ta 3aco06M MiKHapogHOI aKTMBHOCTI VKpaiHM 3 MeTo
iMIieMeHTalii iX y Cy4acHy MPaKTMUKy MiDKHApOIHMX BiMHOCHH Gy 3a3HaueHi. 3 ypaxyBaHHSIM MpPiopUTETHUX chep
ILJIST IBOX- Ta 6araToCTOPOHHBOI AUIJIOMAaTUYHOI Koomepailii JepskaBy 3allpOIOHOBAHi BapiaTUBHI pillleHHS Ta MOKINBI
creHapii moganpmoi TpaHchopMallii 30BHIITHBOITOMITUYHOTO KypCy KpaiHM CTOCOBHO OKPEMMX BEKTOPIB CIHiBITpaIli.
Pe3ynbTaTy Ta BUCHOBKM POGOTU MOKYTh OYTM BMKOPUCTaHi y SKOCTi 6a3u O MaitGyTHiX MPaKTUYHUX HAYKOBUX
TIOIYKiB, 30KpeMa, IiJ] 4aC po3poOKM Ta BIIPOBAIAKEHHS Y BITUM3HSIHOIO 30BHIIIHbOTIOMITUYHY IisVIbHICTh HOBUX CUCTEM
Ta MeXaHi3MiB Kpallux CBiTOBUX MPAKTUK Y chepi AUTIIOMATUYHOT CITysK6U

KiiouoBi cs1oBa: 30BHiIIIHS MOJTiTHMKA; 060POHHA CTPATETis; He3aTIEeKHICTh; CYBEPEHITET; CTpaTeTiuHe CIiBPO6GITHUIITBO
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