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Features of the foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan

Abstract. The relevance of this study is related to the need to identify and assess the unique characteristics of the foreign
policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan. In this regard, the purpose of this study was to provide a thorough analysis of the
foreign policy activities of the Republic of Kazakhstan over the entire period of the country’s independence. The main
approach to the study of this problem is the historical and systematic method of research, system analysis, comparison
method, logical analysis, methods of synthesis and deduction, induction method, and classification method. The paper
presents the findings of the conducted study: it describes the geographical prerequisites for the international relations
formed by Kazakhstan with a view to creating the logistics links necessary for the national economy. The study proved
the importance of the Central Asian region for global energy security and described the country’s role in the “New Great
Game”, conducted a detailed analysis of the latest Concept of Foreign Policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan presented by
K.-J. Tokayev. The study demonstrated Kazakhstan’s deep economic ties with China and Russia and identified the factors
of Kazakhstan’s dependence on the two regional hegemons. The key events in the country’s foreign policy activities over
the entire period of its independence were presented in a tabular form. The significance of this study is that it sheds light
on the current state of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy as a leading state in the Central Asian region, which in the future allows

predicting trends in the development of new alliances by Kazakhstan and its closest neighbours
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Introduction

The Republic of Kazakhstan (RK) is the leading country in
Central Asia (CA) in terms of gross domestic product (GDP),
making it a good example for other Central Asian states.
Until recently, the Republic of Kazakhstan had a friendly
partnership with the two local leading powers: Russia and
China, but with the outbreak of the Russian-Ukrainian
war and the resulting global political and economic crisis,
Kazakhstan has begun a gradual move towards rapproche-
ment with China, while not forgetting about cooperation
with the United States of America (USA). The multi-vec-
tor nature of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy is of interest not
only in terms of historical and political processes, but also
as a leading factor in resolving the issue of spheres of in-
fluence in Central Asia.

In her study of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy in the field
of cooperation development, H. Insebayeva suggested that
two main factors have a key influence on the country’s
behavioural pattern: internal processes (political, eco-
nomic, and cultural), and the desire to follow the example
of leading countries in the international arena. This forms

a hybrid identity for Kazakhstan, which at the same time
is not an obstacle to creating an image of a responsible
and law-abiding partner (Insebayeva, 2020). Kazakhstan’s
cooperation with China in the “Belt and Road Initiative”
(BRI) was investigated by B. Zogg (2019). From the mid-
1990s onwards, Kazakhstan’s connections with China
have deepened, with a significant push coming from the
BRI. While China could have pursued the BRI objectives
without Kazakhstan, it would have incurred significantly
higher costs, risks, and detours. Nevertheless, the lack of
transparency regarding BRI initiatives in Kazakhstan has
fostered distrust, raising questions about Chinese inten-
tions and the interests of local elites. Labeling all projects
as “perfect”, a tendency often seen in the Kazakhstani gov-
ernment, without presenting relevant data or conducting
thorough assessments, impedes the projects’ effective ad-
aptation based on actual needs.

The denuclearisation of Kazakhstan was considered in
the study by ].W. Bourdais Park & D. Cheung (2022). The
researchers described the problem of a country that once
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faced the choice of preserving its own nuclear arsenal or
establishing positive relations with influential countries.
Having made the choice to give up nuclear weapons, the
Kazakh authorities received international security guar-
antees and integrated into the international economy.
Thus, the country’s international partners received a clear
signal about the vector of Kazakhstan’s development as a
state that intends to resolve conflicts through diplomacy
and non-violent methods of influence.

J. Sullivan (2022) discusses the threat to Kazakhstan’s
national security from Russia and the need to promote
Kazakhstan’s narratives in the Central Asian region. In his
research, the author found that the withdrawal of the US
military from Afghanistan in 2021 helped to strengthen
Moscow’s position in the foreign policy arena. This and
the Taliban’s extremist rule create a need for more vocal
action by the authorities of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The role of Kazakhstan’s oil and gas resources in the
country’s foreign policy was investigated in the study by
T. Kamaljanova & P. Gaur (2020). The authors conclude
that the Kazakh authorities consider the energy sector as
a method of achieving their own goals in the foreign policy
arena: using oil and gas to put pressure on some states and
support other countries to strengthen their own positions
and maximise economic and political benefits. The histor-
ical background of the development of the modern foreign
policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan is considered in the
study by O. Demenko (2021). The author argues that the
lack of a national policy on covering the negative events
of the Soviet and imperial periods has greatly influenced
current relations with Russia and the West.

This study aims to describe the trends in the foreign
policy activities of the Republic of Kazakhstan, identify
the preconditions and motives of the country’s leader-
ship’s actions in the foreign policy arena, and predict the
consequences of these actions for the Central Asia region.

Materials and Methods

The specific features of the foreign policy of the Republic
of Kazakhstan are a topic that requires a historical and sys-
tematic approach, which has been used to identify the key
events for the foreign policy department of the state. This
study was theoretical in nature and focused on identifying
motives and trends in the foreign policy of the Republic
of Kazakhstan. Proceeding from the need to use valid re-
search methods, this study was conducted using the fol-
lowing methods: system analysis, comparison method,
logical analysis, synthesis and deduction methods, induc-
tion method, and classification method.

Foreign policy in the current economic and polit-
ical realities of the world is a phenomenon consisting
of several equivalent and interrelated elements, which
is why the study of this topic required a comprehensive
approach. Thus, consideration of the specific features of
the foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan as indi-
cators of the true tasks set by the state leadership for the
foreign policy department in terms of a system consist-
ing of several interdependent components that influence
both each other and the entire system is the most effec-
tive approach to investigating this phenomenon. Systemic

analysis was chosen as one of the methods of this study
because its use helped to identify historical, geographical,
and economic factors that influenced the development of
the current foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
It was also used to analyse the Foreign Policy Concept of
the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2020-2030. The compari-
son method was used to compare the foreign policy activ-
ities of the Republic of Kazakhstan aimed at the countries
of the global West and East. The comparison method was
used to identify the essential differences in the theses put
forward by Kazakhstan in its communication with repre-
sentatives of various countries and the initiatives it takes
part in. A logical analysis was used to identify terms and
concepts important for further research. It helped to pro-
vide precise definitions of the following terms: Eurasian
integration, “New Great Game”, which further simpli-
fied the determination and identification of the facts of
the influence of third-party players on the affairs in the
Eurasian region, and helped to interpret Kazakhstan’s in-
fluence on the vector of foreign policy activities of other
Central Asian countries over the past three decades. The
method of synthesis was used to combine the information
on the ideas of Eurasian regionalism used by Kazakhstan
and the real activities of Kazakhstan in the international
arena. Using the method of deduction, a basic statement
was formulated, which underlay all further reflections,
namely, that the main prerequisites for the development
of the specific features of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy at
one time were the need for economic development and the
desire to establish new political ties without losing the old
ones. The method of induction in this study is one of the
methods used to determine the degree of influence of the
two regional leaders (China and Russia) on the political
and economic activities of Kazakhstan. The classification
method in this paper was used to compile the table.

Results

The main task of the diplomatic service of any country is
to protect the national interests of the state. The Republic
of Kazakhstan is no exception in this case. The year 1991
was not only the year of the collapse of the Soviet Union,
but also became the starting point for the transformation
of international conflicts into economic and ideological
struggles. Central Asian countries have become key play-
ers in the global competition for resources, as they have
considerable energy reserves, which are crucial for many
countries. After gaining independence, Central Asian
countries became the target of Russia’s stringent policy.
Furthermore, the United States has consolidated its in-
fluential position in the region as a leading power in the
unipolar world by fighting Islamic terrorism. China has
increased its demand for energy resources, which has led
to its interference in Central Asian affairs due to the large
amount of energy resources that the region possesses
(Birkeland et al., 2021).

It was discovered that China and other neighbouring
countries, which are fighting economic and political in-
stability and terrorism, create conditions for Kazakhstan’s
political and economic stability. This is ensured by the
availability of vast energy resources and the construction
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of pipeline projects aimed at meeting China’s massive en-
ergy demand. These projects are vital for Kazakhstan, but
they also increase Kazakhstan’s dependence on China’s
needs, as Kazakhstan may be at a disadvantage if demand
decreases, or new fields are discovered in other countries.

Kazakhstan is in the centre of Eurasia and borders
Russia and China. Intensification and diversification of
the foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan is a nec-
essary strategy for the country’s leadership because of the
logistical and communication difficulties arising from its
geographical location: the Republic of Kazakhstan is the
world’s largest landlocked country without direct access
to the World Ocean (Borbasov & Zhunussova, 2021). This
is related to Kazakhstan’s control over Russia in interna-
tional trade and foreign transport. Historical factors, such
as the policies of the Russian Empire and the USSR (Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics) towards Kazakhstan’s lands,
as well as the presence of the Baikonur Cosmodrome and
nuclear weapons when Kazakhstan was part of the Soviet
Union, have made Kazakhstan cautious and sensitive
in its foreign policy with Russia, its closest neighbour
(Kopack, 2021). As a result, the country has limited op-
portunities for foreign trade and strong competitors in the
domestic market. To reduce the impact of these factors on
the country’s economy, the Government of Kazakhstan has
developed and is implementing a comprehensive strategy.
Within the framework of this strategy, Kazakhstan aims
to develop its transport infrastructure, specifically, to pro-
mote the development of international transport corridors
that pass through the country. For example, the creation
of the Western Europe-Western China transport corridor
and the development of the country’s transit potential.
Kazakhstan is actively working to diversify its foreign eco-
nomic relations and attract foreign investment. To develop
the country’s export potential, the government is focusing
on developing domestic production and strengthening
trade relations with other countries.

Moreover, an essential component of the strategy
to reduce the impact of the lack of access to the world’s
oceans on Kazakhstan’s economy is to increase the coun-
try’s competitiveness in the global marketplace. In this
context, the state is actively developing its own techno-
logical potential and promoting innovation. Other areas
of development under study and considered by the Gov-
ernment of Kazakhstan include the development of transit
routes through the country, including the opening of new
border crossing points with neighbouring countries and
the signing of new trade agreements with regional part-
ners. Kazakhstan continues to develop its own transport
facilities, including roads, railways, and airlines, which
helps to reduce dependence on other countries in the
transport sector and support the stable development of
the country’s economy.

After formulating internal reforms, the Kazakh govern-
ment sought to balance its foreign and domestic policies,
maintaining relations with Russia, the European Union,
China, and other states in the region. The government pre-
fers to develop economic relations, which is important for a
country that has become a stable state in terms of domestic
and foreign strategy, including energy policy. Kazakhstan

Foreign Affairs, Vol. 33, No. 5

has weakened Russia’s pressure by focusing on develop-
ing its economy through rapid integration into the global
economy, specifically through hydrocarbon production and
diversification of pipelines in the region through various
export networks (Khvostenko et al., 2019).

The importance of the Central Asia region has in-
creased substantially in recent years and has become a
large chessboard for local and external players. This ge-
ographical entity comprises five “stans” — Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Kyrgyzstan —
and the Caspian Sea region, with recent oil and natural gas
discoveries promising big changes in the area of untapped
hydrocarbon reserves in Central Asia. The Central Asian
region offered great opportunities and became attractive
to countries experiencing an energy crisis as a new po-
tential supplier of hydrocarbons from outside OPEC (The
Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries). The
“New Great Game” that is unfolding before our eyes means
afierce struggle for energy security and a revision of energy
suppliers. The most interested and aggressive participants
in the “New Great Game” are the United States, China, the
European Union, Japan, Israel, Iran, Pakistan, and India,
and the main motive for taking part in this political strug-
gle is to manage hydrocarbon reserves (Pradhan, 2020).

Turning to the motives of the Kazakh authorities in
implementing and pursuing a multi-vector strategy in for-
eign policy, it is worth considering the political and eco-
nomic realities of 1991, when the Republic of Kazakhstan
declared its independence. The emerging split in society
and the desire of the elites to maintain their position
led the country to establish partnerships with Russia
as a representative of the “old and familiar reality”, as
well as with China, India, the European Union (EU), and
the United States as promising trading partners, which
helped improve the living standards of the population of
Kazakhstan. It is in these circumstances that Kazakhstan
has formed its own concept of Eurasian regionalism, the
main purpose of which is to strengthen Kazakhstan’s posi-
tion in the international arena and preserve its territorial
and national integrity (Heller, 2022).

Eurasian regionalism, to which the foreign policy of
the Republic of Kazakhstan is subordinated, has changed
its characteristics over time to meet the demands of other
states in the Central Asian region. Thanks to relations
with Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan’s Eurasian regionalism has
become more individualistic and has adopted a policy of
non-interference. The ideas of regionalism, originating
in Europe and Asia, have gradually found their way to
post-Soviet countries and have spread to China and the
EU. Consensus-based Eurasian regionalism enables partic-
ipating countries to challenge the legitimacy of each other’s
actions and strengthen the principles of their sovereignty
based on equality. Notably, the idea of multi-speed and
multi-level Eurasian regionalism did not originate in Rus-
sia, but in Central Asia. By challenging the norms of re-
gional leaders, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan have made a
considerable contribution to the development of Eurasian
regionalism (Karabayeva, 2021).

Kazakhstan is one of the key players in Eurasian in-
tegration, to which it devotes significant efforts and
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resources. The country is a founding member and active
member of the Eurasian Economic Union and a co-founder
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. Kazakhstan
has developed bilateral and multilateral relations with the
CIS countries (Commonwealth of Independent States),
China, Turkey, the European Union, the United States, and
other countries (Gurcan, 2020).

Within the framework of its Eurasian integration,
Kazakhstan is working to strengthen economic cooper-
ation and expand trade and economic ties with partner
countries. The signing of the Free Trade Agreement be-
tween the Eurasian Economic Union and Iran, Vietnam,
Serbia, and Singapore, as well as the launch of negotiations
with Egypt on similar agreements, are important achieve-
ments of Kazakhstan in this area. Within the framework
of its Eurasian integration, Kazakhstan is also working to
harmonise its legislation with the EAEU member states, im-
prove its infrastructure and promote cross-border relations.
Kazakhstan actively cooperates with other countries and
regional organisations to strengthen security and stability
in the region. Over the past decade, Kazakhstan has made
great strides towards integration with the CIS and Russia.

The goals and objectives set out in the Foreign Policy
Concept of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2020-2030 are
generally aimed at strengthening the country’s independ-
ence and sovereignty, preserving the independence of its
foreign policy direction and creating international and
regional stability. These goals reflect the country’s stra-
tegic interests and its geopolitical position in the region
and the world. Through its foreign policy, the Republic of
Kazakhstan seeks to strengthen its leadership position in
the Central Asian region, demonstrate its responsibility
as an active member of the international community and
increase the competitiveness of its economy. The concept
of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy envisages maintaining
friendly, predictable, and mutually beneficial relations

with foreign states, as well as developing comprehensive
cooperation with interstate associations and international
organisations. Particular attention is paid to strengthen-
ing the unity of the multinational people of Kazakhstan
and turning the practical interests of Kazakhs and national
business into the main area of the country’s foreign policy.

There are several tasks set by the Kazakh leadership
to achieve its goals. The first task is to strengthen inter-
national peace and cooperation. This can be achieved by
improving the effectiveness of global and regional secu-
rity and cooperation, as well as the sustainable develop-
ment of this area. To this end, it is planned to formulate
and implement innovative approaches to the main issues
of foreign policy at the bilateral and multilateral levels,
considering the promotion and protection of the state’s
long-term strategic interests. The second task is to step up
efforts to create a politically stable, economically stable,
and secure space around Kazakhstan. These actions will
also have a positive impact on the country’s global goals.
The third task is to intensify “humanitarian diplomacy”
and promote the country’s positive image in the interna-
tional community. For this, it is necessary to establish a
system of effective relations with the Kazakh community
on foreign policy issues, as well as to ensure the protection
of national rights and legitimate interests of individuals
and legal entities.

One of the main tasks is to strengthen international
peace and cooperation, increase the effectiveness of global
and regional security and cooperation, and develop this
area in the international arena. To this end, it is planned to
develop and implement innovative approaches to foreign
policy, considering the long-term strategic interests of
the state (Tokayev, 2020). Kazakhstan’s foreign policy has
been quite intense and multifaceted over the past three
decades. Table 1 presents the key events in Kazakhstan’s
foreign policy since the country’s independence.

Table 1. The key events in Kazakhstan’s foreign policy in 1991-2022

Year Event
1991 Kazakhstan declares independence from the USSR
1992 o Kazakhstan’s access.ion to .the United Natigns (UN) .
Signing of the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation with Russia
1994 Signing of the Budapest Memorandum, according to which Kazakhstan renounced nuclear weapons
2001 Joining the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
2002 Signing of an agreement with Russia to establish a joint venture, KazRosGas
2013 Conclusion of an agreement between Kazakhstan and China on cooperation within the framework of “One Belt, One Road”
2014 Participation in the launch of the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)
2017 Switching from Cyrillic to Latin alphabet
2020 Adoption of the new Foreign Policy Concept of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2020-2030 by President K.-J. Tokayev
2022 Signing an agreement on border demarcation with Uzbekistan

Source: compiled by the author of this study

These developments reflect the major influence of
foreign policy on the development of Kazakhstan, which
is constantly striving to strengthen relations with its
neighbours and other countries in the world. In recent
years, Kazakhstan has been actively working to develop
its foreign economic relations and diversify its economic

partners, specifically by developing trade relations with the
Asia-Pacific region, Europe, and the United States. On the
one hand, Kazakhstan seeks to develop partnerships with
the European Union and NATO by signing the Partnership
and Cooperation Agreement with the European Union.
On the other hand, Kazakhstan is developing economic

Foreign Affairs, Vol. 33, No. 5




Features of the foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan

relations with Asian countries, specifically with China and
Russia, by becoming a member of the Collective Security
Treaty Organisation. Kazakhstan continues to take an ac-
tive position in international organisations and initiatives
as a member of the United Nations, the Organisation for
Security and Cooperation in Europe, and the Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation. In general, Kazakhstan’s foreign
policy is focused on maintaining stability and peace in the
region, promoting economic development and supporting
international cooperation.

Discussion

The role of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the Central Asian
region was studied by S. Insebayeva (2023). The paper de-
scribes in detail such a factor of influence on Kazakhstan’s
foreign policy as the Japanese Official Development Assis-
tance (ODA) programme, which is considered by the lead-
ership of Kazakhstan as a reference model in the field of
foreign aid. The author also addressed the development of
anti-Western, anti-Chinese, and anti-Russian sentiments
among the elites and population of the state, which at this
stage of the country’s foreign policy development has in
a sense shaken its ability to counteract the influence of
major players on the world stage. Trying to simultane-
ously resist the influence of the West, China, and Russia
is exhausting for Kazakhstan. The information reviewed
indicates that both the government and the people of
Kazakhstan are striving to form a positive image and a
“legitimate” foreign policy without being tied to the opin-
ions of China, India, Russia, the EU, and the US. This may,
however, be a difficult goal to achieve in practice given the
realities of the Central Asian region, which is heavily in-
fluenced by China, India, and Russia.

G. Shakhanova & D. Gardik (2020), in their study on
the position of Central Asian countries in the situation of
opposition to the Chinese initiative “One Belt, One Road”
and the Russian project “Eurasian Economic Community”,
conducted interviews with representatives of the Kazakh
elite to assess attitudes and narratives regarding the im-
plementation of the above-mentioned initiatives and
their impact on the country’s actions in the foreign policy
arena. Having analysed the interviews, the authors of the
study conclude that the Kazakh elite is more interested in
the One Belt, One Road initiative, arguing that it is more
financially beneficial for the country. Dissatisfaction was
expressed with Moscow’s intrusive position, which treats
Kazakhstan as its own province, refusing to negotiate on
equal terms. As a result of the interviews, only one of the
sixteen respondents expressed a negative or neutral opin-
ion on China’s initiative. Thus, Kazakhstan’s political elite
is interested in a mental separation from Moscow in fa-
vour of partnership and mutually beneficial relations with
international partners. To confirm this hypothesis, it is
worth expanding the sample of respondents and evaluat-
ing the results of the interviews in the dynamics, consider-
ing the political situation on the international scene.

R. Isaacks (2020) studied the model of multi-vector
foreign policy of Kazakhstan. In an environment where
the country could be economically absorbed by a stronger
player, Kazakhstan has chosen a strategy of hedging its
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contacts with Russia and China. Such a balanced policy
has allowed Kazakhstan to maintain the status quo of its
own multi-vectorism and receive economic benefits from
both Russia (EAEU) and China (BRI), as well as from the
United States, which provides financial support to the
country to keep the most developed state in Central Asia
from finally joining one of the local dominant powers. The
multi-vector strategy of Kazakhstan described in this pa-
per, on the one hand, reflects the reluctance of China and
Russia to engage in an open conflict for the redistribution
of influence in the Central Asian region, and on the other
hand, it may indicate that the Kazakh authorities do not
consider local hegemons as a reliable partner. Neverthe-
less, at the moment, there is a redistribution of spheres of
influence between Moscow and Beijing in favour of the lat-
ter, as evidenced by Astana’s actions in its unwillingness
to open close contact with Moscow after 24 February 2022
and its strategy of action similar to China’s in response to
Russia’s armed aggression against Ukraine.

A. Aujanova (2022), while studying the issue of
Eurasian integration in the focus of Kazakhstan’s foreign
policy, concluded that the multi-vector nature of the coun-
try’s foreign policy has become an objective necessity. This
multi-vector approach contributed to the successful de-
velopment of the country, which easily attracted Western,
Eastern, and Northern investments, helping Kazakhstan
to fulfil its ambitions to become a leader among Central
Asian states, set innovative trends in the region and create
its own spheres of influence. A. Aujanov’s (2022) study is
based on the idea that Kazakhstan acts as a link between
Asia and Europe, which imposes certain responsibilities
on the country’s leadership, which can be manifested
in taking the initiative in digital change, attracting new
markets, etc. Currently, the challenges facing the concept
of Eurasian integration are more complex than after the
collapse of the USSR, when the Eurasian region was just
forming in its current form, and the necessary actions for
the Kazakh foreign ministry require increasingly more
effort. Given that all the “simple” steps towards Eurasian
integration have already been taken, the question of the
feasibility of Kazakhstan’s efforts to ensure a sustainable
pace of Eurasian integration in the face of Russia’s armed
aggression against Ukraine stays relevant.

K. Masabayev (2022) study on China’s foreign policy
risks for Central Asian countries argues that Kazakhstan’s
multi-vector policy is now at the end of its life, as the high
degree of confrontation between Russia and the coun-
tries of the “collective West” as a result of Russia’s mil-
itary actions in Ukraine requires Kazakhstan to choose
a side. As Kazakhstan has already distanced itself from
Russia to some extent, it will have to make a choice be-
tween the West and the East as global political tensions
escalate. Thus, the people and authorities of Kazakhstan
are facing a choice not only of an economic partner, but
also of an ideological one: a step towards closer coopera-
tion with China would be a sign that Kazakhstan is tacitly
supporting Russia in its aggression and would also help to
entrench authoritarianism in the country. Joining the US-
led Western Coalition would mean supporting democratic
forces and would help create the first Western enclave in
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the Central Asian region comparable to Japan (but not
Taiwan or South Korea), which is geographically close to
Russia, North Korea, and China.

The position of Kazakhstan in the international are-
na in relation to the Russian-Ukrainian war is considered
in the study by L. Abdrazakova & ]. Zhabina (2022). The
quotes of state political figures presented in this paper
suggest that the Kazakh authorities do not intend to rec-
ognise the independence of the so-called Luhansk and
Donetsk People’s Republics (L/DPR), as well as the Russian
status of Crimea. Having read the speeches of Kazakh min-
isters and President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, one can con-
clude that the issue of Ukrainian sovereignty, like many
others, is not an obstacle to Kazakhstan’s multi-vector
policy. While not recognising Moscow’s desire to appro-
priate Ukrainian territories, the Kazakh authorities are not
joining the anti-Russian coalition but are instead pursu-
ing a wait-and-see strategy to support the winner of the
conflict at the end of the war, while receiving economic
preferences. An example is Astana’s support to Moscow in
supplying sanctioned goods.

Based on the reviewed studies, Kazakhstan’s
multi-vector policy still is the main foreign policy strate-
gy of the state, but every year it requires increasingly more
efforts from the country’s leadership to maintain a balance.
Previous studies have also highlighted the aspirations of
Kazakh politicians to a Western model of interaction in the
international arena. Meanwhile, the people of the Republic
of Kazakhstan are showing a mood of extreme individu-
alism, which may later affect the country’s foreign policy.

Conclusions

With the collapse of the USSR, Kazakhstan gained its in-
dependence and began to establish ties in the interna-
tional arena. The geographical location of the country has
left a substantial imprint on Kazakhstan’s foreign policy:

development of the foreign policy institution of the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan: the historical continuity of the autocratic
tradition, national composition, Islamic religion, and eco-
nomic interests. These factors can be considered the main
ones in the formation of close ties between Kazakhstan and
the rest of Central Asia, namely Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan, as the proximity of cul-
tures, languages, religions, and political systems served as
a fruitful basis for the creation of a “coalition” to counter
China and Russia, which would prevent the absorption of
Central Asian countries individually.

The study found that the main motivations in
Kazakhstan’s foreign policy are to ensure national se-
curity, strengthen economic and political relations with
countries around the world, and recognise Kazakhstan
in the international arena. One of the key features of
Kazakhstan’s foreign policy is the balancing act between
Western and Eastern vectors of development. Kazakhstan
takes an active position in the international arena on re-
newable energy, combating the consequences of nuclear
tests and reducing the nuclear threat, fighting terrorism
and extremism, reducing the number of weapons, protect-
ing human rights, and other global issues.

Until the beginning of 2022, the multi-vector approach
described above showed a positive side, but changes in the
balance of power, redistribution of spheres of influence
and increased confrontation that provoked Russia’s ac-
tions require Kazakhstan to revise its strategy in the in-
ternational arena.

It is recommended that future studies of Kazakhstan’s
foreign policy focus on the prospects for energy cooper-
ation with China, which will help to predict or prevent
Kazakhstan’s excessive economic dependence on China’s
hydrocarbon consumption.
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Anexkc Tpymari

Kanoudam icmopuutux Hayk, doyeHm
Yrisepcumem im. Icmaina Kemani y Basope
FF3M+PW, eyn. Kocosa, 9401, m. Bnope, AnbaHis
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-4251-4530

Oco6mBocCTi 30BHIITHBOI oJTiTUKN Pecmyosriku Kazaxcran

AHoTanig. AKTyaJqbHICTh JAHOTO IOOCTIiMKEHHS TOB’sI3aHAa 3 HEOOXiMHIiCTIO BUSBAEHHS Ta OI[IHKY VHiKaJbHUX
XapaKTepUCTUK 30BHIIIHbOI TomiTuKM Pecry6niku Kaszaxcran. YV 3B’SI3KYy 3 IIMM, METOIO JAHOTO AOCTIIKEHHS CTaJo
MIPOBeIeHHSI 'PYHTOBHOTO aHAJIi3y 30BHIITHbOTIOMITUYHOI AisibHOCTI Peciry6itiku KazaxcraH 3a Becbh Iiepioji He3aIeskKHOCTi
Kpaiuyu. OCHOBHUM ITiIXOAOM JIO BMBUEHHSI JaHOI MPo6IeMM € iCTOPUKO-CUCTEMHMIA METO, TOCTi)KEHHSI, CCTEMHMUIT
aHaJli3, MeTo[ MTOPiBHSIHHS, JIOTIYHMI aHaJIi3, METOIM CMHTE3Y i AeAyKIiii, MeTon iHayKIlii, MeTox kinacudikaiii. V crarti
TpeCTaB/eHi pe3y/lbTaTy MPOBEIEHOTO MOCTiIKEeHHS: onmucaHi reorpadiudi mepeayMoByu GoOpMyBaHHS MiXKXHAPOTHUX
3B’13KiB KasaxcTaHy 3 METOIO CTBOPEHHS JIOTICTUUHMX 3B’SI3KiB, HEOOXiIHMX IJIsI HAIliOHAIbHOT eKOHOMIiKM. Y MOCTiIKeHHi
TIOBEIEHO Bask/MBicTh perioHy lleHTpanbHOi A3ii mjig m1o6asbHOiI eHepreTMYHOi 6e3meKu Ta OMMCAHO POib KpaiHU B
«HoBiit BenuKiii rpi», mMpoBeIeHO AeTaabHMIi aHali3 ocTaHHbO1 KoHIemnlii 30BHilIHbOI moniTuky Pecry6siku Kasaxcras,
nipencrasiaeHoi K.-3K. TokaeBuM. [TOCTiIKeHHST TTPOJEMOHCTPYBAIO IMMOOKI eKOHOMiuHi 3B’s13kM Kasaxcrany 3 Kutaem
i Pociero Ta BM3HAUMIIO YMHHMUKM 3a/IeXKHOCTI KasaxcTraHy Bif IBOX perioHaJibHMX rereMoHiB. Y TabauyuHii ¢hopmi 6y
Tpe[CcTaB/eHi K/IIOUOBi MOAii y 30BHIIIHBOIOMITUYUHIN OisSUTbHOCTI KpaiHM 3a BecCh mepiof il He3aneXXHOCTi. 3HaUeHHSI
1IbOTO TOCTiIKEHHSI TIOJISITAE€ B TOMY, 1[0 BOHO IPOJIMBAE CBIT/IIO HA CyYaCHMIH CTAH 30BHIIIHBOI MOMiTHKY KaszaxcraHy sik
MIPOBimHOI mepskaBu B LIeHTpaabHOA3iaTCbKOMY PETiOHi, 10 B Maii6yTHbOMY JI03BOJISIE IPOTHO3YBATY TEHIEHIIil PO3BUTKY
HOBUX CO103iB KazaxcraHy Ta i10ro Hainbmskumx Cycimin

KniouoBi citoBa: 6araToBeKTOPHICTh; €Bpa3iiichKa iHTerpailist; eHepreTuyHa 3aJIeXKHICTh; AUIJIOMATis; CITiBPOGiTHUIITBO

Foreign Affairs, Vol. 33, No. 5



https://doi.org/10.1177/18793665221150657
https://doi.org/10.3929/ethz-b-000401980
https://doi.org/10.51889/2020-1.1728-5461.18
https://doi.org/10.1177/2057891119887813
http://dx.doi.org/10.21511/dm.17(4).2019.05
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14735784.2021.1929363
https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/stat?lang=en
https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/stat?lang=en
https://doi.org/10.48010/2022.3/1999-5849.08
https://doi.org/10.1177/0973598420943434
https://doi.org/10.1177/1868102620911666
https://doi.org/10.1177/23477970221129908
https://www.akorda.kz/en/legal_acts/decrees/on-the-concept-of-the-foreign-policy-of-the-republic-of-kazakhstan-for-2020-2030
https://www.akorda.kz/en/legal_acts/decrees/on-the-concept-of-the-foreign-policy-of-the-republic-of-kazakhstan-for-2020-2030
https://doi.org/10.3929/ethz-b-000362184
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-4251-4530

